

CLOSED DOORS 


Bruce and Marty’s private meetings 


Beep locks out 
anti-arena folks 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Borough President Marty Mark- 
owitz invited leaders of a select 
few groups and elected officials to 
a closed-door meeting Wednesday 
to “participate in dialogue” about 
developer Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic 
Yards project, leaving critics of the 
plan out in the cold. 

The media was also barred. 

A small group of protesters showed 
up outside Borough Hall for the 4 pm 
meeting to draw attention to Mar- 
kowitz’s perceived blacklisting of 
groups outspoken in their condemna- 
tion of the Forest City Ratner propos- 
al to build a basketball arena, housing 
and office skyscrapers. 

“This thing is really a sock in the 
face,” said Patti Hagan, co-founder of 
the Prospect Heights Action Coalition. 
“PHAC, Brooklyn Vision, Develop- 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn; all these 
groups have been working relentless- 
ly for more than a year to bring this 
problem to people’s attention, espe- 
cially the lack of process.” 

She stood outside with fliers outlin- 
ing the footprint of the planned devel- 
opment area, and tried to engage any- 
one headed towards Borough Hall in 
discussion. 

The 24-acre plan, which would 
engulf a substantial portion of Prospect 


DONE DEAL 

Bruce's deal with state nearly complete 


Heights stretching from the intersec- 
tion of Flatbush and Atlantic avenues, 
has spurred the creation of neighbor- 
hood associations, employment and 
housing advocacy groups, and devel- 
opment coalitions over the past year 
since it was announced. 

A Markowitz aide said those were 
exactly the groups they tried to avoid 
bringing into the meeting, and instead 
favored “neutral” and “longstanding 
civic associations” that were not are- 

Borough Hall spokesman Michael 
Kadish described the exclusion as a 
measure to sidestep overly con- 
tentious discussion and avoid drifting 
off topic, which he said was about the 
“process of offering community in- 
put” to the developer and the state, 
which is expected to lead the applica- 
tion through environmental review. 

“We’re coming up with a way that 
the community can have input to 
this,” said Kadish, and indicated that 
the other groups would be part of the 
process. 

Still, the select attendees of the pri- 
vate community meeting could not 
avoid the topic of exclusion. 

When Downtown-Brooklyn Heights 



Borough President Marty Markowitz, former New York Knick Bernard King, and mega-developer Bruce Rat- 
ner at last October's announcement of plans to bring the New Jersey Nets to Brooklyn. 


Councilman David Yassky left the 
meeting at 5:30 pm, Hagan ap- 
proached him and asked what was go- 
ing on inside. 

“Well, right now they’re discussing 
the need for broader participation,” he 

Hagan asked Yassky’s own thoughts 
on the plans?. 

“I’d like to see it come in and done 
right,” he replied. “I’d like to see it 


done smaller.” Yassky said he wanted 
to see a secure plan for traffic, but that 
the meeting wasn’t really discussing 
that. 

“We never really got to substance, 
but we talked about process and com- 
munity outreach,” he said. 

Duke Saunders, a 40-year resident of 
Prospect Heights and head of the Van- 
derbilt Avenue Merchants Association, 
who ducked out of the meeting momen- 


tarily, informed the group outside, “You 
have infiltrators,” saying their exclusion 
was the predominant topic of discussion 
later in the meeting. 

Saunders, who is also involved with 
BUILD, a job advocacy group in nego- 
tiations with Forest City Ratner for a 
community benefits agreement [see sto- 
ry at right], which was also excluded 
from the meeting, said the general feel- 
See MARTY on page 17 


EXCLUSIVE 


Ratner invites 
chosen few to 
draft agreement 

By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

For the past two months, community board leaders, 
Borough Hall staffers and members of select organi- 
zations have been attending closed-door meetings 
with developer Bruce Ratner to negotiate a contract 
that would guarantee certain benefits to the communi- 
ties surrounding his Atlantic Yards site. 

The so-called community benefits agreement, or CBA — 
which is said by both Forest City Ratner and sources involved 
in the negotiations to be swiftly approaching a final form — 
would include a labor agreement negotiated with unions to 
guarantee that a quarter of the construction jobs generated by 
the project go to local residents. 

But judging by reactions to news of the agreement this 
week, community members, both those in favor of and those 
against the Atlantic Yards plan — which includes a basketball 
arena, 4,500 units of housing and three office skyscrapers — 
don’t feel either represented or included. 

Ideas of having a CBA have been whispered since Ratner 
announced his plan late last year. The term community bene- 
fits agreement came from an initiative to hire locally for the 
development of the Staples Center basketball arena in down- 
town Los Angeles, and this would be the first of its kind on 
the East Coast. 

Forest City Ratner’s version promises that 50 percent of the 
rental and condominium apartments will be “affordable hous- 
ing” for various incomes, that there will be a minimum hiring 
See RATNER on page 17 


Should I stay or should I go? 


Smith St. bar owner 
asks nabe to decide 



box. Final tally will determine if bar moves, says owner. 

By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Talk about democracy in action. 

The self-proclaimed “sexiest little bar in Brooklyn,” the 
Boudoir Bar on Smith Street in Carrol Gardens is asking 
patrons, neighborhood residents and everyday passersby to 
vote on whether the bar should stay in its current location. 

Apiece of paper taped to its front glass display window 
— amid the regular notices advertising live burlesque, 
comedy shows and musical performers — provides an 
open call to the neighborhood to vote by “secret ballot” on 
the sometimes risque bar’s fate 

The reason for the referendum, says Boudoir Bar’s own- 
er, Garrett McConnell, is the result of increasingly costly 
fines the bar near Sackett Street has been racking up. 

McConnell, who opened the bar in June 2001, said that 
while they had always dealt with complaints of noise 
from neighbors, not to mention dirty looks from some 
who just pass by and get an eyeful of their bustier-clad 
mannequin in die window, there has recently been a 
“continual barrage of complaints.” 

See BOUDOIR on page 1 7 



Hot enuff for you? 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

Because of the burning success of past 
Chile Pepper Fiestas, this year’s annual event 
at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden has doubled 
in length. Chile-heads will overrun the nor- 
mally genteel garden for two days, this 
Saturday and Sunday — Oct. 2-3 — as they 
celebrate the harvest, culinary uses and cultur- 
al significance of these spicy little numbers. 

More than 60 chile-inspired acts, representing 
the worldwide love of the chile pepper, will be on 
hand, including the off-Broadway Korean per- 
cussion troupe “Cookin’”; the 13-piece Haitian 
dance band, Tabou Combo; and the Delta blues- 
New Orleans swing trio the Wiyos. 

While bug expert Mike Bohne of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture answers questions about insects 


that threaten chile peppers and how to protect your 
spicy crops, chef Roberto Santibanez, of RosaMex- 
icano restaurant in Manhattan, will demonstrate 
how to make “Salsa Mexicanas,” and the Tourism 
Authority of Thailand will host demonstrations of 
the art of Thai fruit and vegetable carving. 

Kids can learn to appreciate the food-that- 
bites-you-back with chile pepper-inspired crafts, 
a temporary tattoo parlor and educational work- 
shops just for them. 

Not even inclement weather could put a damper 
on this fiery fiesta which will be held rain or shine, 
from noon to 5:30 pm on both days. The fies- 
ta is free with garden admission ($5, $3 sti 
dents and seniors, free children under 
16). Enter the garden at Washington 
Avenue and Eastern Parkway ir 
Prospect Heights. For more in- 
formation, visit www.bbg.org 
>r call (718) 623-7333. y 



Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Mel Brooks and Gov. George Pataki at the Brooklyn Navy Yard 
on Tuesday, where Brooks announced he will film his musical re-make of "The Producers." 


Navy Yard named 
'Producers' home 


By Michael Weissenstein 

Associated Press 

Mel Brooks said Tuesday that he will 
shoot the film version of his hit Broadway 
musical “The Producers” at a new movie 
studio in the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 

City and state officials hailed the announce- 
ment as a sign that the recently opened Steiner 
Studios was succeeding in its quest to draw 
more film production to New York. 

City officials have bemoaned the loss of 
film and television production work to the 
West Coast and Canada production costs are 
often lower. 

“The Producers: The Movie Musical” is a 
$45 million production to star Nathan Lane, 
Matthew Broderick, Nicole Kidman and 
Will Ferrell. It begins shooting in late Febru- 
ary, Brooks said. 


Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Gov. 
George Pataki credited new state and local 
tax credit programs with attracting Brooks’ 
film to New York. 

Mayor Bloomberg said, “Every year, hun- 
dreds of films and television shows use our 
city as a backdrop, and these productions play 
a huge part in our local economy generating $5 
billion a year as well as 100,000 jobs . . . that’s 
why we invested about $28 million in infra- 
structure improvements at the Navy Yard to 
spur development of Steiner Studios.” 

Brooks, a Brooklyn native, shot the 1968 
film original “The Producers” in the city. He 
said that the new incentives helped persuade 
him to shoot in New York. 

Then he focused on another reason. 

“The bagels, just the bagels alone,” 
Brooks said. “You go to Toronto, they’re 
mushy.” 
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By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s an unusual scene even 
for bustling Montague Street 
but one that has become 
familiar over the past couple 
of weeks: Like a school of 
minnow, shoppers swarm at 
the comer of Clinton Street 
as soon as the proprietors of 
a shop that has yet to open 
set out their sidewalk tables. 

The hook: basic white and 
glass dishware for sale at be- 
low bargain-basement prices. 

Fishs Eddy, a loci chain 
store featuring mostly kitschy 
dishware, silverware and glass- 
es, won’t open at 122 Montague 
St. until November, but in a bit 
of either brilliant marketing or 
the realization of a large over- 
stock, the retailer is in the mean- 
time displaying dishes bazaar- 
style in front of their gutted and 
under renovation storefront. 

Within moments of setting 
up a couple of wooden tables 
each morning salespersons are 
busy with customers handling 
the bowls, carafes, glasses and 
crockery, and forming the line 
of buyers that lasts throughout 
most of the day. 

While most of their offer- 
ings are run-of-the-mill over- 
stock (plain white cereal 
bowls, glass butter dishes and 
a variety of airline silverware 
scrapped for plastic after 9- 
1 1 ), the appeal to passersby is 
the giant marked-down prices, 
which are scrawled out in 
marker on the surface or on 
cardboard tags sticking out 
above: $1 for a plate, 50 cents 
for a bowl, $2 for a tumbler. 

And though it’s the low 
prices that are the real bait, the 
new store will also feature 
dishware sets with original de- 
signs that made the little store, 
named after an upstate fishing 
town, a shoppers’ eddy. 

“We’ve opened 15 stores 
over the 20 years we’ve been 
open, and we’ve never had a 
response like this,” said David 
Lenovitz, 44, who with his 
wife, Julie Gaines, owns the 
Fishs Eddy chain of shops that 
will fill the space where Mon- 
tague News, a newspaper, 



The new Fishs Eddy store, in the former Montague Street Saloon at Montague and Her 
ry streets, is holding ongoing sidewalk sales in advance of the store's opening. 


magazine and party supplies 
store, most recently stood. For 
20 years, until 2001, the site 
was home to the Montague 
Street Saloon. 

Lenovitz said the compa- 
ny’s been looking to expand 
into Brooklyn for a few years 
but hadn’t been lucky in find- 
ing something right for their 
typically boxy, open, ware- 
house-like display room. 
When 122 Montague St. be- 
came available, they snapped 
it up before it even hit the mar- 
ket. This will be the couple’s 
fifth store in New York City. 

“We’re so excited to be 
here, this is a fantastic neigh- 
borhood for Fishs Eddy,” 
Lenovitz said, while opening 
cartons of merchandise. “We 
feel at home already.” 

“This is sort of the heart of 
Brooklyn,” he added. 

Though the store’s canvas 
tote bags, hanging from the 
canopy outside the soon-to-be 
shop, echo their Manhattan 
roots — a black cartoon 
sketch of the Manhattan sky- 
line — Lenovitz was emphatic 


about bringing the store to 
Brooklyn and assured there 
was a Brooklyn pattern for 
totes and dishes alike. 

“It’s going to be gorgeous,” 
he said assuredly. “It’s in the 
works right now but will be 
here for the opening.” 

Dena Gaines, 23, who 
works at an Upper East Side 
Fishs Eddy, lives in Cobble 
Hill and is one of the handful 
of employees who were pulled 
in from the other shops to 
work the preview sales, which 
set out every morning around 
11 am. The store’s hours will 
be 10 am to 9 pm daily. 

“Basically, this is just sur- 
plus and overstock,” she said, 
and pointed out the small 
logo-embossed knives and 
forks, airline flatware rejected 
by Northwest Airlines, U.S. 
Air and Pan Am in a terror- 
conscious world. 

A couple standing in front 
of the makeshift shop eyed the 
wares as Gaines set them out. 

“If you can guess what this 
is I’ll give you a deal,” she told 
them, gesturing at the half- 
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The husband and wife 
laughed. “A baguette plate?” 
said the man. 

Gaines shook her head. 

“Olive tray,” she said, set- 
ting out the sign. 

Nicole Skalla, 27, a Brook- 
lyn Law School student, 
seemed resigned to her pur- 
chase of wineglasses. 

“They’re boring, but 
they’re OK,” Skalla said to a 
friend as she carried the box 
set to the cashier. She said 
she’d heard about the store’s 
opening from a friend who 
had passed by and seen the 
frenzy earlier in the weekend. 

“It’s a good deal,” she said, 
as she forked over $8 for the 
set of four, which she was 
buying to replace her room- 
mate’s, which she broke. 

At such low prices, do peo- 
ple still try to bargain? 
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Take a moment to 
focus on your health 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Headlights were stolen 
from several cars in 
Brooklyn Heights within 
just a few days. All were 
Acuras, which feature 
expensive Xenon head- 
lights, worth about $2,000 
a pair. 

A Queens woman, 72, found 
the headlights to her black, 
2003 Acura, parked on Henry 
Street near Orange Street, miss- 
ing when she returned to it at 
10:30 pm on Sept. 19. She had 
parked the car at 9:20 pm. The 
front fenders were also dam- 
aged by the thief. 

On the same night, a 19- 
year-old woman who lives on 
Pierrepont Street near Henry 
Street went to retrieve her fa- 
ther’s car, which she’d left at 8 
pm parked on the northeast cor- 
ner of Henry and Montague 
streets. At 12:30 am, she dis- 
covered that the fenders of her 
dad’s green, 1999 Acura were 
damaged and the Xenon head- 
lights missing. 

Another person, parked on 
Henry Street between Poplar 
and Middagh streets, returned 
to his car on Sept. 17 at 2 pm, 
only to find that overnight, the 
headlights of his green, 2002 
Acura were stolen. 

Ride ’n’ snatch 

An Australian woman, in 
town for a visit, was disembark- 
ing the footpath of the Brook- 
lyn Bridge at Tillary Street on 
Sept. 21 at 7 pm, when she was 
robbed of a necklace by a 
heavyset man on a bike who 
yanked it off her and continued 
to pedal away. 

Gone fishing 

A DUMBO woman parked 
on the northeast comer of Front 
and York streets left her 2000 
Chevrolet on Sept. 20 at 6 pm 
and returned two days later to 
find the pile of fishing gear 
she’d left inside stolen. 

On Sept. 22 at 12:30 pm, her 
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husband noticed that the front 
passenger-side window had 
been broken, and the fishing 
rods, lines, duffel bag, digital 
camera, plastic tackle boxes, 
pliers, first aid kit, and radar de- 
tector had all been stolen. 

She valued the total at 

$10,000. 

Blames self 

A 37-y ear-old man came 
home to his Carroll Street apart- 
ment between Clinton and Hen- 
ry streets to find it had been 
broken into. 

The man was returning from 
a dinner out at midnight on 
Sept. 25, when he noticed the 
rear window in the kitchen was 
wide open. Though he’d only 
left the house at 9:45 pm, some- 
one came into the apartment 
and made off with $10 in coins 
and a DVD-VCR unit worth 
$200. 

He told police, however, that 
it may have been his own fault: 
he left the door and windows 
unlocked. 

Red Hook mug 

A 58-year-old Red Hook 
man was mugged by a gang of 
men wearing black hooded 
sweatshirts as he walked on 
Sullivan Street toward Van 
Brunt Street on Sept. 19. 


He was walking home alone 
at 11:10 pm when the four men 
approached him and demanded 
he hand over his money and 
cellular phone. 

The men fled in an unknown 
direction, and their victim was 


suspects. 

At gunpoint 

A 43-year-old Boerum Hill 
man was mugged at gunpoint 
while walking home with a 
friend on Dean Street near the 
comer of Hoyt Street at 12:35 
am on Sept. 26. 

The two were walking north- 
bound and had just passed the 
intersection when the stranger 
approached them, and drew a 
silver handgun, pointing it at the 

“Give me your money and 
don’t move because I’m gonna 
shoot you,” said the man. He 
went through both their pockets 
and fled northbound in an un- 
known vehicle, making off with 
one man’s ATM-debit card, dri- 
ver’s license and $40. 

Court car-jack 

A man was held up at gun- 
point on Sept. 25 as he headed 
for his car, parked on the north- 
west comer of Court and Liv- 
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ingston streets, after leaving a 
bar around 5 am. 

The victim told police two 
men approached him after he 
left the bar, one of who pointed 
a silver 9-mm gun at him and 
demanded his vehicle. In fear 
for his life, he complied with 
the demands of the two men, 
but not to their good fortune. 

Five minutes later, they were 
involved in a car accident at the 
comer of Pearl and Willoughby 

AM bike thief 

A 52-year-old man parked 
his motorcycle on Remsen 
Street between Court and Clin- 
ton streets on Sept. 22 at 8 am, 
only to find it stolen when he 
returned. 

When the man went to fetch 
his bike three hours later, the 
black, 1993 Honda was gone, 
and with it the black helmet, 
red rain jacket and matching 
pants that were stowed inside 
an attached compartment. 

Company scam 

A DUMBO factory and 
warehouse discovered last 
week that from May 2001 
through October 2003, they 
were embezzled out of $76,000 
by a long-gone employee who 
held sole accountability for 
their finances, police said. 

The alleged grand larceny 
was reported to police on Sept. 
20 by the firm, located on Wa- 
ter Street between Jay and 
Bridge streets. 

Over the course of his 27- 
month stint with the company, 
up until he left in 2003, the sus- 
pect, 48, was in charge of set- 
ting up the payroll system. It is 
illegal that he arranged his own 
automatic payroll so it left a fat 
check in his pocket every pay 
period, the company charges, 
and his crime wasn’t discov- 
ered until a recent examination 
of the payments. 

TA worker busted 

A New York City Transit 
worker was arrested on Sept. 22 
for removing two revenue bags 
containing more than $3,000 
from an MTA booth and not 
making the expected deposit in 

The transit worker allegedly 
removed the bags from the 
Lawrence Street-Metrotech 
subway station, and signed out 
on a “drop sheet” saying she 
was to deposit them into a safe 
on the afternoon of Sept. 21. 
When the money didn’t appear 
to be accounted for, the woman, 
37, was arrested for grand lar- 

Gang attack 

A gang of teenagers attacked 
a 17-year-old boy coming home 
from night school and stole his 
knapsack on the northeast cor- 
ner of Bridge and Fulton 
streets. The attack happened at 
9:20 pm on Sept. 23. 

The young man was walking 
home, and saw the 10 young 
men, all about 16 or 17 years of 
age, and tried to avoid the one 
who appeared to be in his way. 
Two others blocked his route 
when he moved around the 
first, and the other eight formed 
a circle around him, and began 
hitting and punching him, leav- 
ing him on the ground. 
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$10 

TAX INCLUDED 

Monthly Rates 
Starting at 

$175 

TAX INCLUDED 


www.parkkwik.com 7is.858.9356 
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a* * Quick burglar nets ■ 
Union $3G in just 2 hours 


Shabbat Services 

1st Friday evey month, 6:30 pm 
Other Friday evenings, 8:15 pm 
Saturday mornings, 10:30 am 

^ 

New! Sign Up Now! 

Kindergarten “Kef” 

A FREE monthly activity group 
for Kindergarten-age children. 

Crafts, snacks, games, stories - all make learning 
about Jewish heritage, holidays, and traditions FUN! 
Call 718-638-3649 to register. 

First Sunday of Every Month 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Family Service 
& Potluck Dinner 

Bring a dish for 8 and celebrate 
Shabbat with family and friends. 

Friday, Oct. 1 

Service at 6:30 pm; Dinner at 7:30 pm 

ife 

Simchat Torah 
Celebration 

Potluck Dinner, Family Service, and Parade of Torahs. 

Wednesday, Oct. 6 at 6:00 pm 

Festival Morning Service and Yizkor 

Thursday, Oct. 7 at 10:30 am 


Tikkun Olam: 
Repairing the World 


3 Wednesdays: Oct. 13, 20, and 27, 8:00 pm 

Introduction to Judaism 


October 13, 20 and 27, 8:00 pm 

A A A A A 


Hebrew Reading 
Crash Course 


A A A A A 

- A Reform Jewish Congregation - 

17 Eastern Parkway at Grand Army Plaza 
Parking on Site • 718-638-7600 
Dr. Linda Henry Goodman, Rabbi 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A Park Slope woman 
was burglarized of $3,500 
worth of home office sup- 
plies when her Degraw 
Street apartment between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
was broken into on the 
morning of Sept. 20. 

In between the time when 
the woman left the house and 
returned, 8:10 am to 11:50 
am, the thief forced his way 
into her apartment by damag- 
ing the front door, which her 
neighbor discovered upon re- 
turning to his own apartment 
in the middle of the morning. 

A construction technician 
working for a cable company, 
who was trying to gain access 
to the building between 10:30 
am and 11 am, said he did not 
see or hear anything suspi- 
cious. The burglar made off 
with a Dell laptop computer, a 
computer monitor, and a print- 
er-fax-scanner machine. 


78 PCT. BLOTTER 


Some visit 

An Oklahoma nat 
ing in Park Slope wa 


that was locked in his car 
sometime between Sept. 19 at 
7 pm and Sept. 20 at 10 am. 
The 26-year-old discovered 


suspect they found on the c 
ner of Washington Avei 
and St. John’s Place, for 


Man shot 
to death 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A few hours before 
dawn on Sunday morning, 
neighbors on Second 
Street between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope were awakened by 
shouting voices and gun- 
fire. The dispute left 22- 
year-old neighbor Leroy 
McFadden dead. 

Police reported that the 
fight started over a woman as 
the men stood in front of 415 
Second St. the morning of 
Sept. 26. Though neighbors 
said the shouting started at 
4:15 am, nobody heard the 
gunshots until closer to 4:30. 

McFadden, who lived at 
525 Second St., was suspected 
to have been friends with his 
murderer, but when the fight 
grew heated, the killer walked 
towards his car, a gray 1994 
Mazda sedan with Pennsylva- 
nia plates, and pulled out a 
gun. 

Seeing this, McFadden took 
off running, headed westbound 
on Second Street towards Fifth 
Avenue. Though he tore down 
the middle of the street, where 
frightened neighbors could see 
him, McFadden was pursued 
by the gun-wielding assailant, 
who fired at him as they ran. Hit 
several times by the shower of 


Getting your legal 
house in order 


with an attorney to help preserve as your as- 
sets for future generations. Planning ahead 
for these benefits is always a wise idea. 

Another topic clients often ask about is 
their homes. Many homes have appreciated 
in value beyond our expectations. To best 
protect your home from Medicaid, transfers 
are often made to an irrevocable trust, and 
the current owner retains a “life estate” in 
the home. That means that you keep the 
right to live in your home for your lifetime 
and all the tax benefits you are currently re- 
ceiving. Your heirs will benefit too. When 
they inherit your house from an irrevocable 
trust there will be little or no capital gains 


to your home because if they are sued or 
have debts, the assets that were once yours 
alone will now available to your child’s 
creditors. To avoid this situation and probate 
as well, it may be advisable to place your 
assets in one of many trusts available for 
your specific goals and circumstances. 

Ms. Marshak is presenting a series of lectures 
with guest speaker John Calabrese from Client Ad- 
visory Solutions, regarding these and other topics. 
The next seminar is planned for Tuesday, Oct. 5, at 
1:30 and 6:30 pm, and Thursday, Oct. 7, at 6:30 


Home stolen 

A homeless man’s car, 
which was parked on Prospect 
Park West between 13 th and 


thief entered the apartment 
through the backdoor, which 
may have been left unlocked. 
Though the tenant next door 
was home, she didn’t see any- 
thing. Stolen was Danish cur- 
rency, a laptop, a DVD player, 
an Olympus camera, a neck- 
lace and an electric shaver. 


376 

7th Ave. 


bia double-layer coat, a day 
pack, an internal frame back- 
pack and several rolls of film. 

Woman beaten 

A 19-year-old woman was 
jumped on the southwest cor- 
ner of Eastern Parkway and 
the grounds of the Brooklyn 
Museum on Sept. 23 at 11:05 
pm. 

A witness saw the thug beat 
the Prospect Heights woman 
about the head with a ham- 


A ’ incident to police, and was 
and a print- ^ Ncw York 

' e ' Methodist Hospital, on Sev- 

t enth Avenue, for treatment of 

native stay- swelling and bruises to her 

was robbed head. 

of outdoor The next day, officers from 
equipment the 78th Precinct arrested a 


bullets, McFadden kept run- 
ning, but then collapsed in the 
middle of the street in front of 
365 Second St. 

“The blood was scattered 
down the street, closer to Fifth 
Avenue, in front of the five 
houses near the end of the 
street,” said Beatrice Claflin, a 
resident who was awaked by 
the sounds of what she 
thought to be the gunshots. 
“I’ve never heard a gun be- 
fore,” she said. “The blood 
was all over the road ... it 
sounded like they were mov- 
ing as they were shooting.” 

Sparing no mercy, the cold- 
blooded killer positioned him- 
self over McFadden’s body 
and fired his weapon severd 
more times into his immobile 
body. The victim was shot 
once in the chest, twice in the 
back and once in the leg. 

Four neighbors had already 
called 9 1 1 . An ambulance ar- 


to New York Methodist Hos- 
pital by the Park Slope Volun- 
teer Ambulance Corps and 
was pronounced dead on ar- 
rival at 5:15 am. 

Meanwhile, the attacker, 
who had taken off in his car, ran 
into other troubles, literally. He 
smashed up the Mazda in a col- 
lision on Sixth Avenue and 15th 
Street, at which point the des- 
perate criminal leapt from the 
car and took off on foot 

Though police hadn’t made 
an arrest at press time, the 
shooter did leave behind some- 
thing especially helpful for de- 
tectives at the 78th Precinct. In 
the glove compartment of his 
car, a gun was found. 

A spokesman for Bill DeBla- 
sio, said the Park Slope council- 
man was following the investi- 
gation with special care. 

“He was briefed by Deputy 
Inspector Harris on Sunday 
morning of the shooting 
death,” said Peter Hatch, De- 
Blasio’s chief of staff. 

‘This sort of incident is un- 
usual for the councilmember’s 
district, and the police are ac- 
tively pursuing a number of 
leads. We’re confident that they 


Senior is 
stabbed 
in Hurst 


2003 Jeep Cherokee had been 
removed from the place where 
he’d left it. 

Among the things taken, 
besides what served as his 
home, was his driver’s license 
and insurance card. 

Shop & burg 

Upon returning to her 
apartment from a trip to the 
grocery store, a Park Slope 
woman discovered her home 
had been broken into and she 
had been robbed of thousands 
of dollars worth of valuables. 

The apartment, on Sterling 
Place between Seventh and 
Flatbush avenues, was fine 
when she left it at 10:45 am on 
Sept. 20, but when she returned 
at 1:30 pm, she noticed her gate 
was bent, and that somebody 
had crawled through the rear 
window to gain entry. 

A neighbor said that a man 
in his 40s had knocked on her 
door at 11 am, in search of a 
man named John. She watched 
him through her peephole, but 
didn’t open the door, because 
she didn’t understand what he 
was looking for. 

The man then moved on to 
the victim’s door and 
knocked. 

Noticed missing was a lap- 
top computer, $3,000 worth in 
diamond bracelets, a diamond 
ring valued at $1,000, various 
watches, a gold sapphire ring, 
another gold ring and a vin- 
tage eagle coin, totaling about 
$6,450. 

St. Mark’s rob 

A woman living on St. 
Mark's Place between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues was bur- 
glarized on Sept. 20, between 
2 pm and 4 pm. 

According to police, the 


Id'ma. 


• Massage Therapy • Facial Treatmei 

• Body Treatments • Pedicure/Manici 

• Hair Removal • Spa Packages 



157 Fifth Avenue (between Lincoln and St. Johns) Park Slope, NY 11217 TEL 718-398-2100 




We’re offering a special on life. 

Select suites starting at $99 a day* 


At Sunrise Senior Living, our mission 
is to improve the quality of life for all 
seniors. Sometimes that starts with 
making our communities even more 
affordable. It continues with our resident- 
centered approach to living, which focuses 
on seniors and their preferences. We 
provide residents with personalized 
service, beautifully appointed living 
spaces and a variety of daily activities 


and dining options, all designed to enal 
them to live life on their terms. 

Visit or call today, and find out what’s 
so special about life at our Sunrise 
communities in Brooklyn. Ask about o 
service offerings. 


Call today and ask about our 
special rates on select suites! 


Sunrise . v^L^h 

Senior Living 1 Jf 


Luiriuiiii 
MKhttJ IT*Mfr 


Sunffi 

e at Mill Basin 
e at Sheepshead Bay 

71 8-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

718-616-1850 2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 


L,m,ted time offer, subject to ch 

www.sunriseseniorliving.com 

ange without notice. Offer appl.es to select suites only. Other restrictions may apply 
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When loud noises 
become intolerable 


Q: “My grandson has a 
problem with noise such as 
singing, clapping and laugh- 
ing to the point where he has 
to cover his ears. Birthday 
parties cause him terrible 
stress, especially the singing. 


Why, and what can we do to 
make his life easier?” 

— a grandmother 

A: A mother doesn’t take 
her 5-year-old daughter to 
birthday parties because the 
noise and stimulation are too 


much. One preschool teacher 
gives her 3-year-olds the op- 
tion of hearing the birthday 
song sung quietly on their spe- 
cial day. 

What’s fun for some chil- 
dren makes others fall apart: 
Movie theaters and malls; ar- 
cades and theme parks; 
crowded school hallways and 
cafeterias. 

But why? Parents have to 
be sleuths to sift out answers 
among several medical and 
developmental possibilities. 
Depending on how much dai- 
ly life annoys a child, earplugs 
can ease the pain and give him 
a sense of control. Occupa- 
tional therapy makes some 
children less sensitive to noise 
until they outgrow the prob- 

Concems related to hearing 
are complex and not as simple 
as “One plus one equals two,” 
says Robert E. Bonham, MD, 
an ear, nose and throat (ENT) 
specialist. 

“There’s a lot more out 
there than we know,” he ex- 
plains. “The child is not being 
a problem kid. We just don’t 
know what’s wrong in many 

As sounds get louder, some 
children are really bothered 
and leap more quickly than 
others to a point where they 
can’t stand the decibel level, 
the intensity of a sound, Bon- 
ham says. 

Have an ENT physician ex- 
amine your child, he suggests. 
An abnormality of the ear 
drum, chronic ear infections 
or scarring from infection are 
among several possible causes 


Parent-to-Parent 



By Betsy Flagler 


of sensitive hearing, Bonham 
says, and even tumors in rare 

A mother first noticed her 
12-year-old’s sensitivity when 
he held his ears through a 
movie as a preschooler; a trip 
to Disney World at age 7 was 
rough. He has outgrown it 
somewhat, but still cannot tol- 
erate fireworks, close thunder- 
storms or loud amusement 
park rides. Earplugs help him 
in certain situations. 

The mother recalls that at 
age 9 months, her son would 
hear musical notes, usually in 
church, and hum them on key. 
He is now a gifted musician. 

That’s more than coinci- 
dence, says a reader who re- 
calls having to leave school 
dances because the music was 
painful to listen to. Having 
perfect pitch makes the ears 
extremely sensitive to sound 
and can make them hurt dur- 
ing levels that don’t bother 

She’s among several read- 
ers who suggest: Strive to de- 
sensitize your child by work- 
ing with an audiologist or 
occupational therapist, and 
buy him a pair of well-fitting 
ear plugs. 

Occupational therapy can 
help a child’s central nervous 
system calm down and better 
regulate incoming sounds, 
says Carol Stock Kranowitz, 
author of “The Out-of-Sync 
Child” (Perigee, 2002). 

When overactive hearing 
gets past minor annoyances, 
the brain needs help to cor- 
rectly process information 
brought in by the senses, says 
Kranowitz. Her Web site is 
www.out-of-sync-child.com. 

Trouble coping in a noisy 
environment can be one sign 
of other complex problems, 
including autism and Asperg- 
er’s, several parents have 
found. The disorder is charac- 
terized in part by a lack of so- 
cial common sense — how to 
make friends, take turns, use 
eye contact to pick up on so- 

An elementary school 
teacher in Atlanta says she has 
seen many students with As- 
perger’s and high-functioning 
autism who are supersensitive 
to noise, and who are particu- 
larly anxious in cafeterias. 

‘With some, I have even ex- 
cused them to eat in quieter 
parts of the building, or re- 
mained with them while they 
eat,” she says, and suggests 
seeing your healthcare provider 
and an occupational therapist. 

To make a child feel like 
sounds are not bombarding 
him, an occupational therapist 
might use strategies such as 
lotion, powder or a surgical 
scrub brush — similar to a 
massage, followed by joint 
compressions. 

Another treatment method, 
particularly for auditory sensi- 
tivities, is therapeutic listening 
— a specifically designed mu- 
sic program with equipment 
that can be done as part of a 
home program. 

Can you help? 

Q: “My grandson has been 
in the limelight for three 
years. Now he has a new baby 
sister, and doesn’t want any- 
one to hold her, doesn’t want 
to go to bed, and wants every- 
one in the same room. He re- 
fuses to come in from playing 
outside, and has become a 
crybaby. Anything you can 
suggest will be helpful.” 

— a grandmother 

If you have tips or a ques- 
tion, call our toll-free hotline 
any time at (800) 827-1092 or 
e-mail us at p2ptips@att.net. 


Little Red School House 
& Elisabeth Irwin High School 
LREll A leader in education since 1921 


Announcing Our Admissions Open Houses 

Lower School 

(4 year olds - 4th Grade) 

Thursday, October 21st, 6:30 PM 

Middle School 

(5th - 8th Grade) 

Tuesday, October 19th, 6:30 PM 

High School 

(9th - 12th Grade) 

Tuesdays, October 12th & 26th, 6:30 PM 

Please visit our website at www.lrei.org 
for information on tours. 

272 Sixth Avenue * 40 Charlton Street 
New York, NY 10014 
212.477.5316, ext. 210 



Day 
School, 
Inc. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


#U008 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

^,(3 Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


0 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 
^Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 


Bay Ridge 
Preparatory School 


8101 Ridge Blvd. / 7420 Fourth Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 • (718) 833-9090 
www.bayridgeprep.com 



Please join us for an 

Open 

House 

RSVP 

718 - 833-9090 


Kindergarten - Grade 5 

Thursday, Dec. 9th - 9:30am 

Grades 6-8 

Call 718-833-9090 

Grades 9-12 

Come see our brand new building & facility 

Monday, Oct. 7th - 4-7pm 
Thursday, Nov. 4 th - 4— 7 pm 


Located in the heart of Bay Ridge, Bay Ridge Preparatory School is a private K-12 
college preparatory school. We provide a strong academic foundation enabling students 
to reach their full potential by fostering intellectual, creative and social development. 
Bay Ridge Prep encourages its students to achieve their best while providing a 
supportive, nurturing environment which cultivates intellectual and personal growth. 


Buildings, personalities 
deconstructed in book 



WTC architect Daniel Libeskind spoke about his new book 
at the East Midwood Jewish Center Wednesday. 


and I think when it’s built, 
people will forget the squab- 


By Karen Matthews 

Associated Press 

Daniel Libeskind became 
one of the world’s best- 
known architects when his 
emotionally charged plan 
for the World Trade Center 
site was chosen. 

Then, according to most 
versions, he was shunted 
aside when the developer 
brought in his own architect 
to redesign Libeskind’s signa- 
ture Freedom Tower. 

Libeskind doesn’t see it 
that way. His version, that his 
ground zero plan has largely 
survived a painful process of 
compromise and collabora- 
tion, is laid out in a new book 
that also chronicles the har- 
rowing lives of his immigrant 
parents and his own cir- 
cuitous route to architecture’s 
top ranks. 

The book, “Breaking 
Ground: Adventures in Life 
and Architecture,” offers a 
discourse on architecture: 
Libeskind compares it to mu- 
sic and choreography but 
quotes Philip Johnson as say- 
ing “all architects are prosti- 

On Wednesday, he came to 
the East Midwood Jewish 
Center on Ocean Avenue in 
Midwood to discuss the book 
and his life. 

It also is the story of a re- 
markable marriage and busi- 
ness partnership between 
Libeskind and his wife, Nina, 
whom he met at a Yiddish 
summer camp when he was 20 
and she was 17 and he thought 
she was “so beautiful she must 
be stupid.” And it’s a chance to 
settle scores with trade center 
leaseholder Larry Silverstein 
and his architect, David 
Childs, and with others. 

Libeskind, though, was up- 
beat and relatively diplomatic 
in an interview in his firm’s 
lower Manhattan office. As 
always, he wore black except 
for an American flag lapel pin 
and spoke in a rushed stacca- 

“People often criticize me,” 
he said. “I compromised here 
and I negotiated there. ... But 
I believe in it. 

“You have to be flexible, 
you have to be able to accom- 
modate future needs ... but at 
the same time, you have to 
create a plan that has integrity 
and strength and that can 
withstand all these changes.” 

Libeskind, 58, devotes a 
chapter of “Breaking Ground” 
to his “forced marriage” to 
Childs and his firm, Skid- 
more, Owings and Merrill. 
Relations between SOM and 
Studio Daniel Libeskind be- 
came so strained, he said, that 
the situation “recalled the or- 
chestrated arrangements be- 
tween North and South Korea 
at the very tense border at 
Panmunjom.” 

An SOM spokeswoman, 
Elizabeth Kubany, responded: 
“Every creative process has 
its tensions, and this one was 
no different. But we do not 
feel we can waste any time or 
energy rehashing grievances 
about the process.” 

Libeskind writes that Sil- 
verstein had “uncompromis- 
ing demands for yet more of- 
fice space without regard for 
the public plazas, parks, me- 
morials, and streets of the 
master plan.” 

Howard Rubenstein, a 
spokesman for Silverstein, 
said, “With so many different 
stake-holders, it certainly was 
a challenging process to ar- 
rive at the Freedom Tower de- 
sign. But the result is spectac- 
ular. We regret that Daniel 


Libeskind feels the need to at- 
tack so many of the partici- 
pants in that effort.” 

When the cornerstone for 
the Freedom Tower was laid 
July 4, its symbolic height of 
1,776 feet remained — after 
an epic battle that, according 
to “Breaking Ground,” re- 
quired the intervention of 
New York Gov. George Pata- 
ki. But the building’s design 
was a compromise that some 
critics called the worst of both 
worlds. 

“People have different 
opinions,” Libeskind said, 
“but I think it’s a great design 


bles.” 

Libeskind’s plan for the 
trade center site was chosen 
by the Lower Manhattan De- 
velopment Corp., a city-state 
agency created to rebuild 
downtown after the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks, in a 
drawn-out and highly public 
process. 

He tells unflattering stories 
about several of the other ar- 
chitects who submitted 
schemes. 

Peter Eisenman, part of a 
team that included Richard 


Meier and Charles Gwath- 
mey, had been Libeskind’s 
teacher at Cooper Union. 
When he showed up at the in- 
stitute, Libeskind writes, 
Eisenman “handed me a 
broom and told me to sweep 
the office. It was a demeaning 
initiation, a forced act of sub- 
mission.” 

Eisenman remembers it 
differently, said his spokes- 
woman, Cynthia Davidson. 

“When Danny showed up 
on the first day of the institute 
opening in the fall, Peter was 
sweeping the floor and he 
welcomed Danny and said, 
‘We’re all cleaning up now, 
why don’t you take this 
broom and I’ll take another 
one,”’ she said. “He refused.” 

Frederic Schwartz, a mem- 
ber of the THINK team 
whose design was the runner- 
up to Libeskind’s, is de- 
scribed grabbing Libeskind 
by the collar at the Venice Bi- 
ennale, shaking him and 
growling, “I’m a New Yorker, 
damn it! Don’t tell me how to 
build my city!” 

Schwartz called the ac- 
count “inaccurate and defam- 

“I never grabbed his collar 
and I never shook him,” 
Schwartz said in an e-mail. “I 
don’t use the word ‘damn’ or 

Asked about the attacks on 
his rivals, Libeskind said, 
“Life is not just about heroes, 
it’s also about villains. ... I 
think it gives people the idea 
that architecture is flesh and 
blood, it is not just creating 
some sort of machine for liv- 
ing. ... It involves struggles 
which are not only intellectu- 
al but emotional and often 
spiritual.” 



Department of Plastic Surgery 


Affordable Cosmetic Plastic Surgery 


The Department of Plastic Surgery at The New York Eye and Ear Infirmary 
conducts a program of affordable cosmetic plastic surgery as part of their 
service to the community. The Department is one of the largest Plastic 
Surgery programs in the country with all staff certified by the American Board 
of Plastic Surgery. 

Patients enrolled in this program are operated on by a Fellow in Plastic Surgery 
who has completed a residency in Plastic Surgery and is spending an extra year 
of specialist training in cosmetic plastic surgery at the Infirmary rather than 
immediately entering private practice. The operations are all done in the pres- 
ence of one our Board Certified Private Plastic Surgeons who assists at the entire 
operation. The Department insists that the care of each patient be comparable 
to that given in each surgeon’s private office, thus assuring our patient's highest 
possible levels of satisfaction and comfort. 

With the cooperation of the Infirmary a standard fee has been established of 
$2000, which covers the cost of surgery and all hospital costs; anesthesia may 
incur a further cost of $500 dependent upon the individual needs of each surgery. 
The procedures covered are: 

• Facial plastic operations 

• Facial and eyelid plastic operations 

• Eyelid plastic operations 

• Nasal plastic operations 

• Breast augmentation (implant cost is extra) 

• Breast reduction procedures and suspension 

• Liposuction procedures 

• Facial resurfacing and dermabrasion operations 
Botox treatments are also available at a fee of $250 per treatment. 
Consultations are complementary, but because of the high demand, appoint- 
ments are necessary. Please call 212-979-4493 for an appointment. 


The New York Eye and Ear Infirmary 

310 East 14th Street, New York, NY 10003 


At Last! 


Something 
To Do On 
Weekends 


Come and share a few hours with us this weekend. You may 
have some reasons why you donit attend church. But, here 
are a few reasons for you to consider visiting us! 

At the Park Slope Christian Center you can take part in: 

H A choice of three services: 9 a.m., 1 1 a.m. or 1 :30 p.m.* 

II An upbeat and contemporary worship style 
II Meeting new people from your neighborhood 
II A welcoming and friendly environment 
II Small home-based groups for the entire family 
H A faith-based twelve step program 



Schedule of Services 
Sunday Worship Services: 

English: 9 a.m. & 1 1 a.m. 
‘Spanish/Espanol: 1:30 pm. 

Friday Family Night 

Every week 7:30 p.m. 
(Free movie showings, Special 
musical performances, Choir, 
Talent Night...) 

Home Care Groups 

Every Tuesday, Wednesday 
& Thursday Nights 

(17 groups to chose from. 

Call for meeting details.) 


Pastors Alexander & Lorraine Rivera 


Park Slope Christian Center 

269 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
718-788-CARE, churchthatcares@speakeasy.net 
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76th Precinct targets ID theft on Smith 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A recent wave of purse 
and wallet snatchings 
along Smith Street over 
the summer brought out 
more than a dozen officers 
from the 76th Precinct and 
the NYPD’s Crime Pre- 
vention Unit last Friday. 

The officers posted them- 
selves on comers and talked 
with bar and restaurant pa- 

The message focused on 
the responsibility of careless 
carousers to protect their own 


property. 

“It’s not so much purse 
grabs,” said Lt. Jessica E. 
Corey. “We’re here to raise 
awareness to people leaving 
their property unattended.” 
Corey, commanding officer of 
the citywide Crime Prevention 
Unit, said the recent rash of 
thefts seen on Smith Street are 
usually the work of oppor- 
tunists, not “hardened crimi- 
nals.” 

The Sept. 24 action was 
taken as part of an ongoing at- 
tempt by the 76th Precinct to 
cut down on the petty, and 
preventable, crimes they see 
cropping up regularly. 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 
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At a meeting of the Carroll 
Gardens Association on Sept. 
15, the precinct’s top officers 
said the most common crimes 
they see in the precinct, which 
covers Carroll Gardens, Red 
Hook, Cobble Hill and parts 
of Gowanus, are public urina- 
tion and purse or wallet grabs 
at local bars. 

In one of their first at- 
tempts to reach out to bar and 
restaurant owners, the pre- 
cinct’s own crime prevention 
officer. Police Officer Ginger 
Ortiz, went door-to-door 
handing out aesthetically 
passable, laminated informa- 
tion sheets for proprietors to 
post in a visible location in 
their establishment. 

While Deputy Inspector 
Joseph Cassidy, the precinct’s 
commanding officer, said the 
reception was good, only 
shop owners actually posted 
the info sheets, while some 
restaurants and bars, fearful in 
fear of scaring off patrons, hid 

On Friday, the squad mem- 
bers visited local business, 
starting at 5 pm, and handed 
out stacks of pamphlets de- 
tailing the Crime Prevention 
Unit’s free services, which in- 
clude vehicle ID window 
etching and bicycle registra- 
tion, and a tip sheet with de- 
scriptions of identity theft. 

Corey said that identity 
theft was the main topic of 
conversation they brought up 
to passersby because, aside 


from being a national trend, 
most people don’t know the 
extent of it. 

“It’s more than just cancel- 
ing their credit cards — it’s 
theft of your whole identity,” 
she said. 

Among the biggies men- 
tioned in the brochures was to 
avoid carrying around evi- 
dence of a Social Security 
number, and Corey elaborat- 
ed, saying people should 
“minimize what they keep on 
them at all times.” 

The pamphlet also instructs 
people not to leave any re- 
ceipts that might have your 
credit or debit card informa- 
tion on them at ATMs, gas 
pumps, store counters or in 
public trash cans. 

Topping the list is to refrain 
from giving Social Security 
numbers on forms, question- 
naires, or registration cards 
just because the form asks for 


The officers, posted on the 
comers of Sackett, Degraw, 
Douglass and Butler streets, 
didn’t seem to be having any 
problems engaging folks who 
passed in conversation, or at 
the very least, slipping them a 
brochure. 

“We’ve had a lot of people 
say that this happened to 
them,” said Corey, describing 
how friendly and receptive the 
neighborhood had been. She 
said one shop owner even said 
she’d had something stolen 
from her own bag in the store 
when she went to get some- 
thing in a back room. 

Besides being able to pass 
them off easily, the brochures 
serve another purpose: they 
are getting higher visibility 
than the carefully designed 
posters did. 

Washington Mutual’s new 
ATM foyer on Smith Street 
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had stacks of the brochure on 
either side of the teller ma- 
chines, bars volunteered to 
put them on tables or in the 
bathrooms, and one restaurant 
owner even said he’d send 
them out with all his takeout 
and delivery orders. 

‘Tt’s a very good idea,” 
said Vinny Cataldo, owner of 
Vinny’s of Carroll Gardens, a 
restaurant at 295 Smith St. 

“I’m very surprised,” he 
said about the thefts. “It’s so 
quiet here. In 14 years I’ve 
never had a problem.” 

But the police know that 
even quiet neighborhoods are 
targeted by criminals. 

“This is not just a problem 
on Smith Street,” said Lt. Jose 
Frias, deputy commanding of- 
ficer of the 76th Precinct. “It’s 
a problem nationally. You’ve 
seen it on ‘60 Minutes.’” 

Park Slope faced its own 
sweep of identity thefts in the 
past week. 

A 33-year-old woman who 
lives on St. John’s Place be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues 
called police when she dis- 
covered that between Sept. 1 
at noon and Sept. 7 at 1 1 pm, 
somebody made a total of 15 
transactions using her ATM 
card number, which had a 
MasterCard logo on it, charg- 
ing $3,464 worth of goods 
and services. 

She was in possession of 
the card the entire time. 

Nearby, at a Citibank on 
Sixth Avenue between 12th 
and 13th streets, a 40-year-old 
Fort Greene woman called the 
police on Sept. 23, when she 
discovered that somebody 
had opened several credit card 
accounts in her name, dating 
from January to August of 
2003. 

Without buying a thing she 
had accumulated a total of 
$6,263 in past-due charges. 

And on St. Mark’s Place, a 
70-year-old woman was noti- 
fied on Sept. 23 by a collec- 
tion agency that she had a 
past-due credit card bill total- 
ing more than $2,100. A 
stranger had opened up a 
Citibank Visa credit card in 
her name and successfully 
made purchases on the card. 

Though there is little re- 
instances where the 
theft is outdated, according to 
the pamphlets, it is a good 
idea to regularly order a copy 
of your credit report and s 
it for fraudulent charges. 
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Ratner close to deal with state 


'60 days until arena plan review' 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Bruce Ratner and state and city 
agencies are close to signing a 
memorandum of understanding 
that would get the ball rolling on 
the developer’s proposed Atlantic 
Yards project, a Westchester daily 
newspaper reported this week. 

One of the soon-to-be lead agencies 
on the application confirmed for The 
Brooklyn Papers that talks with the de- 
veloper were progressing and Ratner, in 
an interview with the Journal News, 
said the state public review process for 
his plan to build a professional basket- 
ball arena, 4,500 apartments and three 
soaring office towers emanating from 
the intersection of Flatbush and Atlantic 
avenues was just two months away. 

“The major thing now is going 
through the public process, which will 
start probably in about 60 days. There 
will be hearings. That will take about 
eight months. And then hopefully in 
about a year, a year and a quarter, we’ll 
start construction,” Ratner told the 


Journal News. 

Ratner plans to bring his recently 
purchased New Jersey Nets to the new 

A Ratner spokesman, Joe DePlasco, 
clarified the comment, saying the devel- 
oper is “hopeful that the MOU is com- 
pleted soon,” but said he didn’t know if 
60 days was a target for signing such an 
agreement, at which time the process 
would be announced publicly at each 
juncture of review and approval. 

Forest City Ratner Executive Vice 
President Jim Stuckey spoke at a public 
meeting Thursday night, but would not 
comment on what stage agreements be- 
tween the state’s lead agencies, the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, 
which owns 13 acres of rail yards over 
which Ratner hopes to build, and the 
Empire State Development Corpora- 
tion, which as the lead sponsor could 
wield the power of eminent domain to 
capture the remaining 1 1 acres of the 
plan’s Prospect Heights footprint from 
private owners. 

“I don’t know,” Stuckey told The 
Brooklyn Papers when asked if the 


state-run MTA is involved in negotia- 
tions, bids or advances by Ratner’s 
group. 

When asked if any headway had 
been made, or if they were involved in 
negotiations, MTA spokesman Tom 
Kelly replied, “No. No. Nothing’s hap- 
pened yet.” 

A spokeswoman for the Empire 
State Development Corporation, how- 
ever, confirmed her agency’s involve- 

“The talks are moving along, the 
talks are going very well, and things are 
moving along rapidly. We’re working 
jointly with MTA and [the city Eco- 
nomic Development Corporation], but 
there are still some issues we need to 
work out,” said Empire State Develop- 
ment Corporation spokeswoman Debo- 
rah Wetzel. She said no agreements had 
been made by the MTA. 

At the community meeting in Fort 
Greene, Stuckey did say that when the 
MOU is signed, Forest City Ratner, 
which has offered to pay market-price 
for the MTA’s property, will hire an in- 
dependent appraisal firm to determine 


the value of the land, and suspects the 
MTA will do the same. According to 
the MOU mandate, both of the esti- 
mates would be accessible to public 
scrutiny, he said. 

“An MOU is a recording of under- 
standing,” he said. “It is not a legally 
binding contract, and it ultimately enti- 
tles the public to have the ability to 
comment,” on the process, he ex- 
plained. 

Still, ardent community activists are 
hoping that a public bidding process 
may yet be in the cards. 

“There is no MOU signed on it as far 
as I know. There is no NBA agreement 
to let the Nets move, as far as I know,” 
said Councilwoman Letitia James at 
the meeting, hosted by the Downtown 
Brooklyn Leadership Coalition, nearly 
singing to the riled up audience of 200 
local residents. 

“Again, I don’t know all that’s hap- 
pening behind closed doors, but as far 
as I know there is no state legislation or 
city legislation [in place]. So as far as I 
know, and as far as you know, this is 
not a done deal!” 



Model of proposed Nets arena near the intersection of Flatbush and Atlantic avenues. 


Land grab goes to court 


Supreme Court will find 
when cities may seize land 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The U.S. Supreme Court agreed 
Tuesday to settle a Connecticut land 
dispute case that could have major 
implications for Forest City Ratner’s 
proposed Atlantic Yards project in 
Brooklyn. 

The ruling will ultimately decide 
whether governments may seize private 
property for privately developed proj- 
ects, a key question as New York and oth- 
er cash-strapped cities seek ways to gen- 
erate tax revenue. 

At issue is the scope of the Fifth 
Amendment, which allows governments 
to take private property through eminent 
domain, provided the owner is given “just 
compensation” and the land is for “public 

Developer Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic 
Yards project calls for the taking of more 
than half of its 24 acres of land from pri- 
vate owners. The other half would come 
from Ratner’s purchase of air rights over 
the state-run Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority’s Long Island Rail Road yards. 


Daniel Goldstein, a member of the 
anti-arena group Develop-Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn, was encouraged by the deci- 
sion of the highest court in the nation. 

“We were overjoyed today to hear 
they’ve decided to hear the case,” Gold- 
stein said. “It is a milestone. We believe 
that the use of eminent domain is uncon- 
stitutional and we’re happy to see the 
Supreme Court is ready to listen to that 
argument after 50 years of eminent do- 

Goldstein’s group, in representing var- 
ious members of the community — in- 
cluding those who face losing their 
homes for the construction of a 19,000- 
seat basketball arena for Ratner’s New 
Jersey Nets, 4,500 new housing units in 
high-rise buildings and four office sky- 
scrapers — has hired attorney Norman 
Siegel, former executive director of the 
New York Civil Liberties Union. 

If it comes to it, they are ready to file a 
lawsuit, as did Susette Kelo and several 
other homeowners in a working-class 
neighborhood in New London, Conn., af- 
ter city officials announced plans to raze 
their homes to clear the way for a river- 


front hotel, health club and offices. The 
residents refused to budge, arguing it was 
an unjustified taking of their property. 

They argued the takings would be 
proper only if they served to revitalize 
slums or blighted areas dangerous to the 

“I’m not willing to give up what I have 
just because someone else can generate 
more taxes here,” said homeowner 
Matthew Dery, whose family has lived in 
the Fort Trumbull neighborhood of New 
London for more than 100 years. 

Patti Hagan, a resident and community 
leader in Prospect Heights, the area in 
Brooklyn where most of the Atlantic 
Yards proposal falls, echoed the same 
sentiment, and hopes the ruling will result 
in dropping the plans in her neighbor- 
hood altogether. 

“If — and they will — come out with 
a decision in May or June against it, that 
will just knock this dead. That will be- 
come the law of the land,” she said. 
“[Ratner] cannot have the state seize their 
property and kick them out.” 

New London contends the condemna- 
tions are proper because the development 



Bruce Ratner 


plans serve a “public purpose” — such as 
boosting economic growth — and are 
therefore valid “public use” projects that 
outweigh the property rights of home- 

The Connecticut Supreme Court 
agreed with New London, ruling 4-3 in 


March that the mere promise of addition- 
al tax revenue justified the condemnation. 

“The U.S. Supreme court taking the 
New London case could have a direct 
bearing on the proposed Nets arena and 
the Forest City Ratner plan for Prospect 
Heights,” said Siegel. “Eminent domain 
has run amok. Perhaps the U.S. Supreme 
Court will decide that eminent domain is 
limited to public use, and not for econom- 
ic redevelopment.” 

Nationwide, more than 1,000 proper- 
ties were threatened or condemned be- 
tween 1998 and 2002, according to the 
Institute for Justice, a Washington, D.C., 
public interest law firm representing the 
New London homeowners. 

In many cases, according to the group, 
cities are pushing the limits of their pow- 
er to accommodate wealthy developers. 
Courts, meanwhile, are divided over the 
extent of city power, with seven states 
saying economic development can justify 
a taking and eight states allowing a taking 
only if it eliminates blight. 

In New London, city officials envision 
replacing a stagnant enclave with com- 
mercial development that would attract 


tourists to the Thames riverfront, comple- 
menting an adjoining Pfizer Corp. re- 
search center and a proposed Coast Guard 
museum. 

“The record is clear that New London 
was a city desperate for economic rejuve- 
nation,” the city’s legal filing states, in 
asking the high court to defer to local 
governments in deciding what constitutes 

According to the residents’ filing, the 
seven states that allow condemnations for 
private business development alone are 
Connecticut, Kansas, Maryland, Michi- 
gan, Minnesota, New York and North 
Dakota. 

In light of the Supreme Court’s deci- 
sion, Siegel urged a halt to any negotia- 
tions involving the proposed footprint of 
Ratner’s plan. 

“The state and the city, in view of the 
U.S. Supreme Court taking the Connecti- 
cut case, should not proceed on any emi- 
nent domain projects,” Seigel said, “in- 
cluding Forest City Ratner’s and the Nets 
arena, until the U.S. Supreme Court’s rul- 
ing.” — with Associated Press 


Why Red Hook Ikea project should be rejected 


GUEST OPINION 


By Mary Campbell Gallagher 

D ream that you 

are returning to New 
York three years from 
now, in September 2007, flying 
over the harbor. Ahead are the 
sparkling towers of lower 
Manhattan. 

To your left, the Statue of Liber- 
ty raises her flaming torch 395 feet 
above the water, a symbol of Amer- 
ica. But what is this? On the Brook- 
lyn waterfront to your right rises a 
new structure as big as five football 
fields. Thousands of cars head to- 
wards it, it is surrounded by 1,500 
parked cars, and it is the blue and 
yellow colors of the Swedish flag. 

Unfortunately, that giant blue box 
with yellow lettering is a symbol, 
too, just like Lady Liberty. It is not a 
symbol of America’s hope and great- 
ness, however, but of New York 
City’s desperation. For on Sept. 8, 
2004, the City Planning Commission 
voted to sell out our peerless New 
York City waterfront to a Scandina- 
vian company named Ikea. 

Yes, it is a nightmare. But wake 
up! We are still in 2004. New York- 
ers can still tell the City Council to 
keep the Brooklyn waterfront from 
turning into sprawl. 

Ikea’s argument for its gigantic 
tax-subsidized store is that it can pro- 
vide jobs for tenants in the Red Hook 
Houses, a public housing project. 

Ikea’s reps have divided the 
community: the residents of the 
Red Hook Houses, who are largely 
African-American, from their 
neighbors who have refurbished di- 
lapidated structures. 

Ikea says it will create “500 or 
600 jobs.” The Red Hook Civic As- 
sociation, meanwhile, says that Ikea 
will attract 50,000 cars a week to 
the point of the Red Hook peninsu- 
la, which has no highway, no sub- 
way and narrow cobblestone streets. 

Questions that the 
City Planning 
Commission has 
failed to ask Ikea: 

•Exactly how many unemployed 
people are there in Red Hook 
Houses? ANSWER. There are 569 
unemployed people. 


•How many jobs in large retail 
stores are there in Red Hook now? 
ANSWER. According to John 
McGettrick, co-chairman of the 
Red Hook Civic Association, there 
already are, or soon will be, more 
than a thousand retail jobs in Red 
Hook. Employee turnover in retail 
is 40 to 60 percent a 
year, so there is a constant avail- 
ability of retail jobs. 

• If we permit Ikea’s tax-subsi- 
dized store on the waterfront, how 
many jobs does Ikea promise to 
Red Hook’s people? ANSWER. 
None. Not even one. 

• What does Ikea promise? AN- 
SWER. Ikea promises only that it 
will consider applications from 
Brooklyn’s 11231 ZIP code two 
weeks earlier than other applications. 

• Ikea says it will offer “close to 
600” jobs in Red Hook. In the New 
Haven, Conn., store it just opened, 
however, Ikea has only 350 em- 
ployees in a 311,000-square-feet 
store. Why would Ikea need 600 
employees in a store in Brooklyn 
with 346,000 square feet? Lots of 
greeters? ANSWER. Silence. There 
is no answer to this question. 

• Does Ikea offer employee bene- 
fits? ANSWER. Ikea offers employ- 
ee benefits, including health benefits 
and tuition reimbursement. The ma- 
jority of Ikea’s employees will work 
fewer than 20 hours per week, and 
they will get no benefits for six 
months. Considering the high 
turnover in retail, Ikea may never 
pay even one worker from Red 
Hook Houses any benefits at all. 

•Won’t Ikea destroy other jobs 
in Red Hook? ANSWER. Building 
the Ikea store will destroy 80 to 100 
jobs on the Erie Basin. Hundreds of 
other jobs in Red Hook will be im- 
periled by the streets being clogged 
with traffic. 

• Isn’t it an open secret that big box 
stores like Ikea do not create retail 
jobs, they destroy jobs? ANSWER. 
Yes. In fact, there is a slight bump up 
in retail employment after a big box 
store opens, but within a year, the to- 
tal number of employees goes down 
to a figure lower than would have 
been anticipated given statewide eco- 
nomic growth. A big box store puts 
local stores out of business, and then 
it needs fewer employees to sell the 
same amount of goods. 


• So does New York City need a 
big box store located near Red 
Hook Houses? ANSWER. No. 

Questions for 
Ikea foes: 

•How would Ikea affect the 
Brooklyn waterfront? ANSWER. 
With Ikea, the waterfront will turn 
into suburban sprawl, with more 
parking lots, highways, traffic, pol- 
lution, and big box stores, and few- 


er city uses on city blocks. 

•What is the best use for the 
Red Hook waterfront? ANSWER. 
The City Planning Commission ap- 
proved Red Hook’s community- 
originated plan, a so-called 197-a 
plan, in 1996. As Antonia Bryson, 
attorney for a Red Hook coalition, 


says, the plan seeks to improve the 
pedestrian environment, capitalize 
on Red Hook’s historic resources 
and support maritime activity. The 
Baltimore firm of Struever Bros. 
Eccles & Rouse has proposed a 
beautiful mixed-use project for Red 
Hook that emphasizes maritime. 


commercial and residential uses. It 
is an urban, not suburban, plan that 
will result in city growth in sur- 
rounding blocks and more jobs 
than Ikea. 

I N ORDER TO PROVIDE a 
few jobs for Red Hook Houses 
should New York allow a tax- 
subsidized big box store on the 
New York City waterfront? New 
Rochelle recently rejected Ikea, as 


did Somerville, Mass., and [even 
nearby] Gowanus. 

The City Council will have 50 
days to act. Tell the City Council 
that for Ikea to degrade the New 
York City waterfront is a nightmare. 

Gallagher, who lives in Man- 
hattan, runs a bar exam prepar- 
taion business. She has had arti- 
cles published in The Nation and 
Weekly Standard on planning 
and education issues. 


Ikea spokesman rips Brooklyn Papers 


To the editor: 

Your Sept. 25 article regarding Ikea’s 
planned local hiring efforts in Red Hook 
[“Ikea: We won’t promise Red Hook 
jobs”] was yet another sad chapter in a 
two-year legacy of anti-Ikea partisan- 
ship by The Brooklyn Papers. 

One had to read a full 16 paragraphs into the 
story to learn about the thoughtful — and un- 
precedented — local hiring and job training ini- 
tiatives proposed by Ikea for Brooklyn residents. 

We have made it clear from the outset of this 
project that our ideal goal is 100 percent local 
hiring (common sense dictates that the closer 
your employees live, the better), and our writ- 
ten commitments to free pre-employment train- 
ing and a two-week “head start” for local resi- 
dents are concrete manifestations of this goal. 

Despite your tabloid-worthy “Exclusive” 
headline, the fact is that I never referenced “fed- 
eral law” in any conversations with The Brook- 
lyn Papers and Ikea has always been open 
about the fact that a “guarantee” of a certain 
percentage of jobs in Red Hook is neither en- 
forceable nor permitted by current city policy. 

Though we tried at great length to explain 
this to your reporter, somehow this complex 
issue ended up with a completely irrelevant 
comparison between a publicly funded stadi- 
um project on public land in California and 
our privately funded retail project on private 
land in New York. 

We have been honest and up front about 
our commitment to local hiring from day one, 
and we are proud that our efforts have earned 
us the support of local tenants associations, 
the community board and virtually every lo- 
cal elected official (including the council- 
woman and the borough president). 

Be assured that we will continue to do the 
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right thing by the Red Hook community, even 
if its residents won’t be able to read about it 
in The Brooklyn Papers. 

— Pat Smith, Real Estate director 
Ikea Red Hook 

Editor’s note: Asked about guaranteeing a 
percentage of the Ikea Red Hook jobs to 
neighborhood residents — at a public infor- 
mation meeting on the plan in April at the 
PAL Miccio Center on West Ninth Street — 
an Ikea representative did, indeed, say that 
federal law prevented the company from 
adopting such a hiring policy. In the months 
since, Brooklyn Papers’ reporters have asked 
Smith serveral times about that provision. 
The Papers was told that it existed, but that 
Smith could not cite the specific law. 

He finally referred us to Ikea lawyer Jamie 
Van Bramer, who told us no such law pre- 
vents Ikea from guaranteeing a percentage of 
jobs to residents of a particular ZIP code. 

As for enforceability, experts say that Ikea 
lawyers could easily draft language into an 
agreement that would make it enforceable in 
a court of law. Ikea could consult developer 
Bruce Ratner, who is in the process of forging 
a CBA in Prospect Heights for his propsed 
Atlantic Yards [see story; Page 1] that would 
guarantee local jobs. 

The reason this is so important, as the Sept. 
25 article points out, is that the so-called 
“promise” of jobs is cited by Ikea supporters 
as making the Ikea project worthwhile for 
Red Hook — proponents argue that jobs 
would be a fair exchange for Red Hook's be- 


ing burdened with the mega-traffic the mega- 
store would bring. 

Watchtower plan 
rejected by civic 
group in DUMBO 

To the editor: 

As recent events on the national level have 
shown, sometimes the media don’t get things 
exactly right. In your Sept. 25 article on 85 
Jay St., you listed us as “one-time supporters” 
of the Witnesses’ plans. 

In fact, since June 2003, DUMBO Neigh- 
borhood Association (DNA) has consistently 
expressed two major concerns with the Wit- 
nesses’ proposal: 1) the towers are too tall and 
are out of context with DUMBO and Vinegar 
Hill; and 2) the lack of retail will deactivate 
our streets, including those adjacent to the F 
train station at York and Jay. 

In our testimony before Community Board 
2 we did call for infrastructure improvements 
(fixing Bridge Park 2, renovating the subway 
station, installing lighting, etc.) as part of the 
development package to help activate our 
streets and serve as mitigation for the lack of 
retail. To construe this call for neighborhood 
amenities — which the Witnesses declined to 
provide — as “support” is incorrect and mis- 
leading. — Nancy Webster, President 

DUMBO Neighborhood Association 
Editor’s note: DNA was initially opposed to 
the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society plan for 
85 Jay St., urging that Watchtower scale back 
the plan and provide infrastructure improve- 
ments to the neighborhood. However, in July, 
the group agreed, at the urging of Councilman 
David Yassky, to support, or at least not protest, 


the plan pending a deal with the Watchtower 
Society. (In July, at a Community Board 2 land 
use committee meeting, residents of the 79 
Bridge St. condo were the sole dissenters testi- 
fying against the Watchtower proposal.) When 
that deal fell through, however, DNA resumed 
its public opposition to the plan. 

Don’t threaten a 
local businessman 

To the editor: 

I was horrified to read that some of my 
neighbors in Park Slope are using threats of 
violence to prevent an honest businessman 
from running an honest business in our neigh- 
borhood [“Mr. Wonton told to lay off 
ZuZu’s,” Sept. 25]. 

I was reminded of Germany in the ’30s 
when members of a different out-of-favor eth- 
nic group had their businesses destroyed. Let 
the customers, not the mob, determine which 
businesses will be successful on Seventh Av- 
enue. The people who most ardently preach 
tolerance to the rest of us should try a little of 
it themselves. — Gary S. Popkin, Park Slope 


Send us a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn Papers, 

55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By e-mail: Newsroom@BrooklynPapers.com 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone num- 
ber (only the writer's neighborhood and 
street name are published with the letter). 

Letters may be edited and will not be 
returned. 
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Accuser of Gentile cites 
councilman’s advances 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Four days after filing a sexual ha- 
rassment claim with the City Council, 
an aide to Councilman Vincent Gen- 
tile broke his silence, revealing that he 
had been on the receiving end of 
“constant and unremitting” advances 
from the Bay Ridge legislator. 

John Martin, Gentile’s 26-year-old 
chief of staff, claims in a four-page 
statement that the councilman relent- 
lessly extended invitations to movies 
and bars while also suggesting that the 
aide, 20 years Gentile’s junior, share an 
apartment with him. 

“I looked forward to assuming the re- 
sponsibilities of this important and chal- 
lenging position,” Martin, who resigned 
last week, said of his promotion to chief 
of staff in June. “Sadly, Mr. Gentile’s 
treatment of me as both an employee 
and as a human being has caused me to 
submit my resignation.” 

Martin had initially submitted a letter 
of resignation to Gentile that gave as his 
reason for leaving his intention to study 
for the Law School Admission Test. The 
resignation was to be effective Sept. 28, 
but someone leaked word of the harass- 
ment complaint to the press, causing 
Martin to cut short his final week at the 
district office, where he had worked for 
more than a year. 

In the statement, Martin outlined a 
list of instances in which he said Gentile 
made inappropriate advances, most of 
which took place outside of the district 

Among the allegations in Martin’s 
statement was an attempt in August by 
Gentile to be included in a personal trip 


Martin also charges that Gentile per- 
sistently asked him to move into his 
apartment after Martin broke up with a 
girlfriend with whom he had been liv- 
ing. He said he turned down the council- 
man’s offer no less than four times. Af- 
ter he found a new apartment, Martin 
claims, Gentile repeatedly insisted that 
the staffer allow him to help him move 

During the Republican National Con- 
vention, in August, Gentile invited Mar- 
tin to come over to his apartment to 
watch President George Bush’s accept- 
ance speech, said Martin, who declined, 
instead suggesting they meet at a Bay 
Ridge bar to watch. “I frankly felt more 
comfortable dealing with Councilman 
Gentile in a public place than at his 
apartment,” Martin said. 

“Unfortunately, the councilman re- 
fused to meet me at the bar . . . but in- 
stead insisted upon meeting me in front 
of my apartment,” Martin said. From 
there they went to the bar. Afterwards, 
Martin claims, Gentile walked him 
home and inferred he could get him 
money from his district budget. 

Said Martin, “When I arrived at the 
front door of my apartment building, 
Councilman Gentile pointedly men- 
tioned that he had received more money 
in his personal budget and that I might 
be able to benefit from that money. He 
then asked to come inside my apart- 

Martin has retained attorney Paul 
Callan, a Manhattan-based lawyer who 
represents such stars as Leonardo Di- 
Caprio and Quentin Tarantino. Callan 
said that Martin was considering law- 


suits against Gentile and the city based 
on the grounds that Gentile had created 
a hostile work environment. Callan said 
that because the city is the employer of 
council members that it, too, would be 
included in the lawsuit, typically filed in 

"We’re still exploring it,” Callan told 
The Brooklyn Papers on Sept 24. “He 
hasn’t decided yet. It will depend large- 
ly on how Gentile publicly reacts. If he’s 
straightforward about what’s happening, 
that may be enough. I’m disappointed 
about his denials that harassment oc- 
curred and I think an apology is in or- 
der.” 

He added: “One of the critical factors 
will be based on the candor and honesty 
with which Gentile publicly addresses 
these allegations. If he tries to spin this 
and create a false story then the result 
will be a lawsuit.” 

In a statement, Gentile characterized 
Martin’s claims as part and parcel of a 
larger political agenda, but he stopped 
short of suggesting Republicans had 
waged the attacks. 

"Once again, any suggestion that my 
interacuons with John Martin amounted 
to harassment is utterly false and frivo- 
lous,” Gentile said in a statement re- 
leased by The Advance Group, a public 
relations firm he has retained. 

Gentile declined to address the spe- 
cific allegations but said he has retained 
a lawyer to defend him against the 
charges. 

“I will not dignify every rumor and 
malicious innuendo. I welcome this in- 
vestigation of the facts to expose these 
frivolous and absurd claims and to that 


end, I have now retained counsel whose 
expertise is in employment and discrim- 
ination law.” 

The statement from Martin was re- 
leased Thursday. Hours later, the weekly 
Gay City News published an article on 
its Web site that alleged a consensual af- 
fair between Gentile and a gay civil 
rights lawyer who had worked on his 
first campaign for state senate. 

Gentile stated this week that he is not 
gay and has never engaged in homosex- 
ual relations. 

On Friday, Thomas Bello, a civil 
rights and employment lawyer retained 
by Gentile to handle the complaint, said 
Martin’s allegations fail to rise to the 
level of sexual harassment and also sug- 
gested that the former aide’s story has 
been constantly changing. Initially, he 
said, the complaint consisted of only 
several charges but had grown to in- 
clude a much longer list of allegations. 

“His allegations are changing daily,” 
said Bello. “They started out to be a few 
instances, none rising to the level of sex- 
ual harassment. And that he stayed on 
even after sending his letter of resigna- 
tion — that doesn’t sound like someone 
to me who’s enduring a hostile work en- 
vironment.” 

Bello, a professor at Columbia Uni- 
versity, said that he would contest the 
council’s decision to seal the charges, 
which he said Gentile had not yet seen. 

“This has opened the windows for 
everyone who has a political agenda, like 
the gay rights groups that are bitterly op- 
posed to Gentile because of his vote 
against SONDA. All they’re doing now is 
seizing on this opportunity,” said Bello. 


A plate of Oy! 


Atlantic merchants feeling trashed 


partment in mid-September, 
storeowners along the At- 
lantic Avenue strip suffered 
added scrutiny as inspectors 
targeted their strip, where 
residential units exist above 

Meanwhile, merchants 
with their own inspection 
schedule changes, which 
were issued around the same 
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With the $400 NYC 
property tax rebate, 
I painted my kitchen! 


YOU CAN TOO! 


FINANCE 
NEW . YORK 

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 


If you own an 
apartment or a 
house in NYC 
and it is your 
primary residence, 
you may receive a 
$400 rebate this fall. 


Call 311 to make sure you are 

eligible, or visit nyc.gov/finance 
for more information. 


Application deadline: 
October 15, 2004 


Michael R. Bloomberg 

Mayor 


Martha E. Stark 

Commissioner 


i 
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‘Brooklyn’ karma 




T he songwriting team of Mark Schoenfeld 
and Barri McPherson will have the ca- 
reer-crowning glory of seeing their first 
musical open on Broadway this month. 

And they’ve never been t " 

Schoenfeld, a Brooklyn native, and 
McPherson are the dynamic duo behind the 
grungy, soulful “Brooklyn the Musical” 
which began previews last week. 

“Brooklyn” director Jeff Calhoun (“Big 
River”), talking to reporters at a rehearsal 
studio on 42nd Street last month, extolled 
Schoenfeld and McPherson’s novice status, 
saying it was part of their charm. 

“They are loving, unique people not yet 
spoiled by this commercial [business],” said 
Calhoun. 

Schoenfeld, who was bom in the Red 
Hook Houses projects, told GO Brooklyn, “It 
feels to me like we didn’t even write this 
show. It gives me goose bumps!” 

He and McPherson, who together wrote 
the music and lyrics for “Brooklyn,” ex- 
plained their collaborative effort. 

“When we started writing so long ago, we 
had 165 pages,” said Schoenfeld. Working 
with Calhoun, the work was whittled down 
to its current size, an intermission-less hour 
and 40 minutes. 

“And the wonderful thing about Jeff,” said 
McPherson, “was that he made sure we were 
always a part of [the process].” 

“Brooklyn the Musical” is, in part, in- 
spired by Schoen- 
feld’s time as a 
homeless person and 
the generous spirit 
that moved McPher- 
son to take him into 
her home to live with 
her husband and 
children. 

Schoenfeld’s fam- 
ily moved from Red 
Hook to the Bronx 
and then as an adult 
he moved to New 
England. He was a composer and McPherson 
a singer, who had spent one day recording a 
song together. 

The “Brooklyn” legend is that eight or 
nine years later, McPherson, then living in 
New Hampshire, was in Brooklyn Heights to 
perform at a private party. Walking on the 
promenade, she discovered Schoenfeld 


Soul sisters: "Brooklyn" stars, Eden Espinosa (title role) and Ramona Keller 
(Paradice), pose for pictures on Manhattan's 42nd Street on Sept. 9. (Inset, 
left to right) Composers and lyricists Mark Schoenfeld and Barri McPher- 
son with music supervisor John McDaniel. 


But this time he v 
former. 

When asked if Schoenfeld remembered 
McPherson after all of that time, he beamed. 
“She’s gorgeous! Of course I remembered her. 

And I was just blown 
away by the talent 
she shared that day.” 
McPherson invit- 

home to live with 
her family and the 
two collaborated on 
writing the songs 
about a band of 
street people that be- 
came “Brooklyn.” 
Now the creative 
team has expanded 
to include music supervisor John McDaniel 
(former bandleader of “The Rosie O’Donnell 
Show”) and a cast of talented performers. 

The star of the show is Eden Espinosa, 
who plays Brooklyn, a young woman search- 
ing for her father in the borough for which 
she was named. Espinosa was an understudy 
for the roles of Nessarose and her sister El- 
phaba in the Tony-award winning “Wicked.” 


through Oct. 20 at the Plymouth Theatre (236 
West 45th St. in Manhattan). Opening night is 
Oct. 21 . Performances are Monday through Sat- 
urday at 8 pm, Saturday matinees at 2 pm. Be- 
ginning Oct. 26, Tuesdays at 7 pm, Wednesday 
through Saturday at 8 pm, and matinees on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2 pm and Sun- 
days at 3 pm. Tickets are $25-$95. For tickets, 
call (212) 239-6200. For more information, go to 
the Web si“ 1 u —*'- 


Before coming 
she played Brooklyn at the Denver 
Civic Theater for six weeks, where 
the production premiered on May 
7, 2003. The opening night of 
“Brooklyn” at the Plymouth The- 
atre in Manhattan is Oct. 26. 

Ramona Keller, who plays the 
role of Paradice, was bom and 
raised in Brooklyn and now lives ir 




Calhoun explains the spelling of that char- 
acter’s name, “Paradice — the villain — was 
bom with nothing more than a pair of dice 
around her neck,” he said. “She’s the wicked 
witch of the ’hood.” 

The characters in the musical are a motley 
crew of soulful, R&B -wailing street-comer 
singers and storytellers. They tell the fairytale 
about Brooklyn against a backdrop of gritty 
sets designed by Ray Klausen out of materi- 
als that could be found on the street. For in- 
stance, the characters imagine that they are 
watching a “sing-off” inside the ring at Madi- 
son Square Garden because a square has 
been erected with surgical tubing. 

Their ballgowns, by costume designer To- 
bin Ost, are colorful tatters. A headpiece for 


Chance meeting 
on promenade 
sparks musical 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brook lyn Editor 


Paradice is made from discarded potato chip 
bags and a form-hugging dress is cinched 
with crisscrossed duct tape. 

The musical is not a panorama of well 
heeled Brooklyn Heights residents and 
brownstone architecture, but rather the over- 
looked homeless people on its comers and 
subway platforms. 

“I love it when the audience talks about 
moving performances instead of moving 
scenery,” said Calhoun. “This was an oppor- 
tunity for me to deliver that kind of show.” 

Because Calhoun saw the heart in “Brook- 
lyn,” he has given the lyricists their own fairy 
tale ending. Audiences are paying $95 a ticket, 
rather than throwing quarters in a paper cup, to 
hear Schoenfeld and McPherson’s music. 

“Can you beat that name?” said Schoen- 
feld. “Just the name is magical.” 



Jonny Phillips as lago (left) and Nonso Anozie as Othello in the 
Cheek by Jowl production directed by Declan Donnellan. 


Moor drama at BAM 

Cheek by Jowls Declan Donnellan on 6 Othello ? 


By Paulanne Simmons 

for T he B rooklyn Papers 

D eclan Donnellan, director of Cheek 
by Jowl’s “Othello,” which will be at 
BAM’s Harvey Theater Oct. 5-10, 
originally studied law at Cambridge Uni- 
versity but gave it up at age 22 to try his 
hand at drama. 

The world of theater has good reason to 
be grateful for the change in career path. 
Founded with Nick Qrmerod in 1981, 


Donnellan’s Cheek by Jowl has become 
world famous for its original approach to 
European classics, particularly Shakespeare. 
Yet Donnellan says he makes no special ef- 
fort to be original. It is rather the natural out- 
growth of his method. 

“I would never, ever try to be original,” 
he told GO Brooklyn in a telephone inter- 
view from London, where his company is 
based. “I try to ignore tradition. I always try 
to do a work as well as I can. The audience 
should have the idea the play is being writ- 


ten as the actors are doing it. The actors 
make the words seem inevitable. The most 
important thing is that the piece of art is 

Donnellan says he loves Shakespeare be- 
cause his plays are about art, not because 
they are museum pieces. 

“Shakespeare’s plays are about the ab- 
solute essentials of human nature. They take 
us to the extremes of feeling and the things 
we have in common as human beings,” he 
See OTHELLO on page 13 


EVENT 


Let’s dance 


On Oct. 2, Stepping Out Dance Studios (pic- 
tured) will offer free dance lessons at the Brooklyn 
Museum. The hour-long clinic, which begins at 8 
pm. will teach visitors how to cut a mg in time for a 
9 pm dance party featuring music and tango danc- 
ing by Pablo Aslan’s Avantango. 


In addition to the 

t museum’s First Saturday 
dance party, there will be 
screenings of films in- 
cluding Paul Grimault’s 
1980 family-friendly an- 
imated film “Le Roi et 
L’oiseau” (about a 
palace where portraits 
come to life); a perform- 
ance by the French band 
Bebe Eiffel; a clay 
sculpture class; and lec- 
tures by sculptor Roz 
Kochman (about Au- 
guste Rodin) and Eric Monacelli (about images of the 
body in Victorian and modem art). 

Admission to the Brooklyn Museum (200 Eastern 
Parkway at Washington Avenue in Prospect Heights) 
is free from 5 pm to 11 pm. The cafe will be open 
and a cash bar will offer wine and beer. For more in- 
formation, call (718) 638-5000 or visit the Web site at 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. — Lisa J. Curtis 


Flower power 

On Aug. 26, a fire in 81 and 81 A Seventh Ave. 
destroyed ZuZu’s Petals, Fonda Sara’s flower shop 
which had served the Park Slope community for 33 

Sara has found a new 
location at 374 Fifth 
Ave., between Fifth and 
Sixth streets, to transplant 
her blooms. To help with 
the renovation costs, chef 
Bill Snell and his wife 
Christine (pictured) will 
hold a fundraiser on 
Tuesday, Oct. 5, from 7 

pm to 11 pm, at their restaurant Cocotte (337 Fifth 
Ave. at Fourth Street). 

The Snells will supply French hors d’ oeuvres and 
a cash bar to toast Sara’s next venture. Park Slope 
Councilman Bill DeBlasio and Borough President 
Marty Markowitz are scheduled to attend. 

The hors d'oeuvres are free, but checks made 
out to Zulu's Petals for $100, seed level; $150, 
leaf; $200, petal; $250, flower; and $300, garden 
— or whatever you can afford — will be accepted 
at the party. Checks can also be mailed to Zulu's 
Petals, 81 A Seventh Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11217. 
For more information about the fundraiser, call 
(71 8) 832-6848. — Tina Barry 



NieUTLIFE 



Jazzing it up 

Just when you thought Palmira’s in Brooklyn 
Heights couldn’t get any grander, owners Roger and 
Victoria Desmond have surprised customers with a new 
lounge area in the front of their already spacious estab- 
lishment. 

“We noticed that sometimes people just want to hang 
out and drink, not sit at a table and eat, so this is the ap- 
propriate space,” said their daughter manager Laura 
Desmond. 

One wraparound, red leather banquette adorns one 
wall, while several red leather booths decorate two oth- 
ers. A windowed wall, lit by sets of candles overlooks 
Clark Street. 

The new lounge is home to live jazz, which Palmi- 
ra’s features every Friday and Saturday at 8:30 pm and 
during Sunday brunch. Recent performers included 
Sheila Cooper and the Roz Corral Trio (pictured). On 
Oct. 2 and Oct. 8-9, the Keisha St. Joan Quartet will 
perform, while Cooper will continue her Sunday brunch 
performances. 

“We’re looking to expand, to be more than just a 
restaurant,” said Roger Desmond. 

DJ Ryan Brown who spins a variety of music — 
from Tony Bennett to Janet Jackson — recently moved 
his booth from the dining room to the lounge to enter- 
tain Palmira’s guests throughout the evening. 

Although there is no cover or drink minimum at 
Palmira’s, customers are free to choose from one of their 
many menus. The newest addition is a lounge menu, 
also known as “Small Plates of Savory,” which includes 
items such as spinach pie, a Mediterranean plate with 
hummus and tabbouleh, and the Palmira’s Burger. 

Palmira's is located at 41 Clark St. at the corner 
of Hicks Street in Brooklyn Heights. Happy Hour is 
from 4 pm to 7 pm daily and includes free food 
and half-price drinks. Palmira's accepts American 
Express, MasterCard and Visa. For further informa- 
tion, call (71 8) 237-4 1 00. — Chiara V. Cowan 
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BROOKLYN 

Bites 


Neighborhood 
Dining Guido 


This week: 

MYRTLE AVENUE 


Castro’s 

51 1 Myrtle Ave. at Grand Avenue, (718) 398- 
1459 (Cash only) Entrees: $6-$1 1.50. 

The smell of grilled meats and rice and beans greets 
customers at Castro's, while the sounds of Mexican 
music boom from the jukebox up front. 

"Customers love our mole poblano because the 

Castro. Chef Alberta Mendoza combines various 
peppers, toasted sesame seeds, garlic, chocolate, 
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The Jubilee Smoothie at Karrot 






terned tin ceiling decorate Five Spot's dining room, 638-1850 (AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: $5.95-$12.75. 


"It is so big that when you go to eat it, you don't 
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Let’em eat 
cupcakes 

6 Cupcake Queen of Bklyn 
allows a behind-the-scenes 
peek at successful home biz 

By Chiara V. Cowan night visions a reality. 

for Th e Brooklyn Papers Today, Walton spends three to four 






The'/ 

Peacl 


L Room 


Restaurant 

Garden Dining 

Available for Private Functions 


8201 Third Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
Tel: 71 8.833.6666 Fax: 71 8.680.41 72 


corporate & private accounts welcome 

we are available 7 days for special events & functions 



3 course $1^95 
prix fixe I I 

Wed: all night • Thurs-Sat: 5-7:30pm 


9604 third avenue • bay ridge 

718-439-0475 • free valet parking 
www.sambarestaurant.com 
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Space oddity 


NASA contributes otherworldly sounds to 
Terry Rileys multimedia work 6 Sun Rings’ 



By Kevin Filipski 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

T erry Riley may be the founding fa- 
ther of minimalism — his 1965 
composition, “In C,” was the piece 
that begat the hypnotically repetitive mu- 
sical genre made famous by Philip Glass, 
John Adams and Steve Reich — but the 
69-year-old composer could never be ac- 
cusal of working with minimal means. 

A case in point is “Sun Rings,” an 80- 
minute work receiving its New York pre- 
miere at the Brooklyn Academy of Mu- 
sic’s Howard Gilman Opera House Oct. 
6 and Oct. 8-9 in a multimedia perform- 
ance that includes the always-adventur- 
ous Kronos Quartet (frequent Riley col- 
laborators) and the 70-voice Dessof 
Choirs. “Sun Rings” was commissioned 
by — among many other institutions, in- 
cluding BAM — the National Air and 
Space Administration. 

Yes, that NASA. 

As Riley recently told GO Brooklyn 
in a telephone interview from his Califor- 
nia home-studio, “NASA came to Kro- 
nos and asked them to find a composer 
to work with these sound detectors that 
they had recorded 
over the years 
from various 
space stations. It 
was kind of an op- 
portune time for 
me because I was 
interested in work- 
ing on a piece that 
would involve ele- 
ments like natural 
sounds anyway. I began working with 
digital audio after not working for many 
years with electronics, so it looked like a 
good opportunity for all that to come to- 


“These sounds were recorded millions 
of miles away, and it stimulated my 
imagination.” 

The sounds that Riley mentions are, 
much more figura- 
tively than literally, 

deep-space light- 
ning and solar 
winds are but two 
of the magnificent 
and otherworldly 
sounds NASA’s 
detectors recorded 
for posterity. 

Because NASA has been recording 
these sounds regularly since the 1960s, 
Riley admits that he’s probably only 
heard the tip of an extremely large ice- 
berg. 


“I had actually quite a bit of material 
— I never added it up — but I had sever- 
al tapes that were at least a couple of 
hours total to listen to all of them,” he ex- 
plains. “They’ve recorded thousands and 
thousands of hours of sounds, and these 
were selected by NASA for their 
‘sound,’ so to speak, and how interesting 
they are. I got a selection of these sounds, 
which was more than sufficient for me to 
work with.” 

“Sun Rings” took shape when Riley 
was able to forge a relationship be- 
tween the intergalactic noises on the 
tapes and how they related to the Kro- 
nos’ unique way of collaborating as a 
string quartet. 

“I ended up taking melodies and 
rhythms that were embedded in the 
sounds for the string quartet,” he says. 


MUSIC 


Terry Riley's "Sun Rings" will be per- 
formed at the BAM Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene) on Oct. 6, 8 and 9 
at 7:30 pm. Tickets are $20 and $40, and 
can be purchased by calling (718) 636- 
4100 or by visiting www.bam.org. 


Riley and the members of Kronos 
have shared a long musical history: a 
quarter-century. 

“I’ve written 15 string quartets and a 
concerto for string quartet for them,” he 
says, “and I’ve just written a new work, 
a quintet for them and a pipa [a Japan- 
ese instrument] player. That’s their na- 
ture: [they see themselves] as an open 
palette willing to experiment with any 
kind of music in the string quartet for- 
mat. They never stop finding ways to 
integrate new sounds into the quartet. 
They are most interested in making a 
high-energy, new music performance.” 
And that’s what “Sun Rings” is. The 
Dessof Choirs, as the composer himself 
says, “adds a real dimension to the 
piece. I didn’t want it to be only about 
space but also about humanity’s role in 
the universe. Much of the piece is 
about Earth, and the choir adds a celes- 
tial but human element.” 

With visuals by Willie Williams 
(who has designed rock tours for the 
likes of U2, REM and David Bowie), 
sound design by Mark Grey and light- 
ing by the Kronos’ usual collaborator 
Larry Neff, “Sun Rings” truly reaches 
into the stratosphere. 

“Early in the planning of the piece, 
the members of Kronos wanted visuals 
because we all realized it would be a 
great opportunity,” Riley recalls. 
“Willie uncovered material, like film 
clips shot from satellites and others 
from NASA, which gets incorporated 
into the performance. And Kronos is 
surrounded onstage by lights that sug- 
gest rings, like Saturn’s. So it has a very 
dynamic effect overall.” 

Like many other artists, Riley found 
himself affected by the 9-11 attacks. 

“I started writing [‘Sun Rings’] the 
month before, so when Sept. 1 1 hap- 
pened, it made me stop in my tracks a 
bit,” he says. “Since NASA has worked 
with the military, I wanted to make sure 
this piece was not about [war], that’s 
for sure. 

“Of course, I always have been a 
peace advocate and worked for peace 
over the years for various groups.” says 
Riley. “It’s been sort of a main theme 
of mine for a long time. So I wanted to 
. . . show that mankind is a fragile ele- 
ment in the universe, and if we realize 
that, we would honor life more. 

“Maybe space would give us some 
perspective on that.” 


Hero complex 

Park Slope playwright s 4 The 
Fallen never gets off the ground 


By Paulanne Simmons 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

I n 1911, 146 immigrant workers died 
in the Triangle Shirtwaist Company 
fire because the owners kept the doors 
locked and the lone fire escape buckled 
under the weight of the fleeing girls. 

In 1912, 1,500 men and women lost 
their lives when the Titanic hit an iceberg 
and sank because the owners of the cruise 
line had skimped 
on construction, 
the captain refused 
to reduce the 
ship’s speed de- 
spite warnings of 
treacherous wa- 
ters. and proper 
safety precautions 
had never been put 

In 1941, 2,403 
military personnel 
and civilians were 
killed when the Japanese launched a 
sneak attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Yet none of these events seems to 
have had the psychological and emo- 
tional impact of Sept. 11, 2001 — the 
fear, the anger, and the conviction that 
nothing will ever be the same again. 
One way of dealing with this emotional 
overload is by creating heroes and vil- 
lains, something that’s done extraordi- 


narily well through propaganda. 

From serious drama, we have the 
right to expect something better. 

“The Fallen 9/11,” a new play by 
Park Slope resident Robert Marese, 
now at the Producers Club Grand The- 
ater in Manhattan, begins with a 9/11 
survivor, Michael Sinclair (Kent 
Giltz), visiting the grave of his hero, 
firefighter Terry Rourke (Timothy 
Davis). Sinclair is accompanied by St. 

Barbara (Heather 
McHugh), who 
warbles “Where 
were you the day 
the angels cried, 
the day our inno- 
cence died?” (The 
lyrics to “Where 
Were You” were 
written by Marese 
and McHugh, to 
music composed 
by Bronwen Cole- 

It’s not a bad song, and the event was 
certainly sorrowful, but this reviewer 
would like to know why the angels only 
cried on this particular date and how 
these heavenly beings decide whether or 
not a tragedy is worthy of tears — let’s 
say the death of Americans versus the 
death of Sudanese. 

Be that as it may, that saccharine mo- 
ment passes and the action soon shifts to 


THEATER 


Grendel Productions' "The Fallen 
9/1 1 " plays through Oct. 3 (Saturday at 
" " ‘ rProduc- 


(212)352-3101 or visit www.theaterm 
nia.com. All profits will be donated to tl 
Uniformed Firefighters Association Wi 
ows and Children's Fund. 



Touched by an angel: Timothy Davis as firefighter Terry Rourke and 
Heather McHugh as St. Barbara in "The Fallen 9/11" at the Producers 
Club Grand Theater. 


Sept. 11, and the rest of the play is told 
as a flashback. Sinclair is trapped under 
fallen concrete and suffers from a con- 
cussion and a smashed leg. Although he 
is enduring excruciating pain, he man- 
ages to remark when Rourke arrives, “It 
must be almost impossible for you to ne- 
gotiate your way through all this debris” 
— a sentence many people might have 
trouble enunciating under the best of cir- 
cumstances. 

The rest of the play continues with a 
mind-boggling assortment of platitudes. 
Here’s an inadequate taste: “Maybe you 
need a reality check,” “Youth is truly 
wasted on the young,” “You are who 
you are and there’s no turning back,” 
and “I’m too busy playing the game.” 

The problem is Marese is so busy 
writing a eulogy to the fallen firemen he 
forgets that good plays are character 


driven. And good characters are real 
people who stand out as individuals, not 
generic heroes. 

In place of character and plot, Marese 
gives the audience a play-length “reach 
out and touch” moment. Sinclair and 
Rourke exchange confidences. They talk 
about their families: Rourke is happily 
married and devoted to his wife and 
children; Sinclair is stuck in an apparent- 
ly loveless marriage. They examine then- 
ideals (in Sinclair’s case his lack there- 
of). They find out that they were both 
raised in Brooklyn. But nothing is ever 
explored in any depth. 

Under Rourke’s tutelage. Sinclair 
comes to realize that he needs to make a 
change in his empty life, dedicated to the 
pursuit of material goods. The noble 
Rourke learns how to — well, let’s not 
See FALLEN on page 13 
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BAM 2004 Next Wave Festival 


OTHELLO 
Cheek by Jowl 

Declan Donnellan / Nick Ormerod 
OCT 5—10 

“This production is wonderfully true; a 
fast-paced, emotional and beautifully acted 
rendition of the old tragedy that is fresh 
and compelling.” — Sydney Morning Herald 

SUN RINGS 

Terry Riley / Kronos Quartet 
OCT 6—9 

Combining sounds and images captured 
by NASA, Riley’s score for Kronos and the 
Dessoff Choirs features dazzling 40-foot 
projections of the universe and explores 
the relationship between humans and 
the cosmos. 

THE DYBBUK 

TR Warszawa / Krzysztof Warlikowski 
OCT 13—16 

Polish director Warlikowski makes his U.S. 
debut with his haunting adaptation of The 
Dybbuk, a penetrating inquiry into what it 
means to be a Polish Jew. 

In Polish with English surtitles. 


BAM 718.636.4100/ 

BAM 2004 Next Wave Festival and Gala sponsor: 

2? Altria 


BUSH 

Bangarra Dance Theatre 
Stephen Page / Frances Rings 
OCT 19—23 

Australia’s leading indigenous dance 
company returns to BAM with its trademark 
fusion of contemporary dance and 
Aboriginal storytelling. 

THE TEMPTATION OF ST. ANTHONY 
Robert Wilson / Bernice Johnson Reagon 
OCT 19—24 

Carl Hancock Rux and Helga Davis lead a 
music-theater adaptation — created by 
Sweet Honey in the Rock founder Reagon 
and visionary director Wilson — of Flaubert’s 
spiritual novel. 

COME HOME CHARLEY PATTON 
Part 3 of the Geography Trilogy 
Cross Performance Inc. / Ralph Lemon 
OCT 26—30 

Choreographer Lemon completes his 
acclaimed Geography Trilogy with a 
cross-generational exploration of African- 
American history and myth in rural America. 


E.M. Forster’s 
A PASSAGE TO INDIA 
Shared Experience 
Martin Sherman 
Nancy Meckler 
NOV 2—6 

Award-winning, London-based Shared 
Experience takes on Forster’s story of the 
Indian and British states of mind during 
the waning days of the Raj. 

NEAR LIFE EXPERIENCE 
Ballet Preljocaj / Angelin Preljocaj 
Music by Air 
NOV 3—6 

Known for technically dazzling, uncom- 
promisingly modern works, Preljocaj 
presents this U.S. premiere, set to an 
original composition by French electro 
pop duo Air. 

NORA (A DOLL’S HOUSE) 

Henrik Ibsen / Schaubuhne am Lehniner 
Platz Berlin / Thomas Ostermeier 
NOV 9—13 

“...you leave the theater.. .seething with 
the same intensity and excitement that 
audiences must have felt when it was first 
staged...” — The Guardian (UK) 

In German with English surtitles. 


FUR DIE KINDER VON GESTERN, HEUTE 
UND MORGEN (For the Children of 
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow) 

Pina Bausch 

Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch 
NOV 16—21 

A contemplation of dancers' lives across 
generations, and one of Bausch’s most 
affecting works. 

BAM, Festival International Cervantino, Fondo 
Nacional para la Cultura y las Artes, and Teatro de 
Arena's production of 

FAUST/HOW I ROSE 
John Jesurun / Martin Acosta 
NOV 16—20* 

Mexico-based director Acosta and NYC 
playwright/multimedia artist Jesurun present 
a cinematic, contemporary retelling of Faust. 

*Nov 17 in Spanish; all other perfs in English. 

LOST OBJECTS 

Bang on a Can / Concerto Koln 
Michael Gordon / David Lang / Julia Wolfe 
Deborah Artman / Frangois Girard 
NOV 30*— DEC 4 

*For Next Wave Gala info, Call 718.636.4182 

A large-scale work of music-theater, 
exploring the myriad implications of loss. 
Featuring Concerto Koln, DJ Spooky, solo 
vocalists, a 28-voice choir, and musicians 
on electric instruments. 


BAM thanks its donors and sponsors, including: New 
York City Department of Cultural Affairs, The New 
York City Council, Brooklyn Delegation of the New 
York City Council, Brooklyn Delegation of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, Brooklyn Borough President 
Marty Markowitz, New York State Council on the Arts, 
National Endowment for the Arts, The Howard Gilman 
Foundation, The Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, 


THE CHAIRS 
Eugene Ionesco 

Pick Up Performance Company 
David Gordon / Valda Setterfield 
DEC 1—4 

Judson Dance Theatre pioneer Gordon 
directs and performs Ionesco’s two-character 
Absurdist play with partner Setterfield. 

CALIFORNIA 

John Jasperse Company 

DEC 7—11 

Postmodern choreographer Jasperse’s 
abstract and, at times, spiritual reflection 
on a state that fails to conform to our 
projected fantasies. 

ISABELLA'S ROOM 
Needcompany / Jan Lauwers 
DEC 14—18 

This captivating mix of text, music, and 
dance focuses on Isabella, an old woman 
who has undergone experiments that cause 
her to question whether her memories are 
actually her own. 

In French and English with English surtitles. 


The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation, Richard B. Fisher and 
Jeanne Donovan Fisher, The Florence Gould Foundation, 
The Kovner Foundation, The Starr Foundation, The 
Shubert Foundation, Inc., The Jerome Robbins 
Foundation, Inc., JPMorgan Chase, New York Marriott 
at the Brooklyn Bridge, and R/GA. 

Photo from Come home Charley Patton: Dan Merlo 
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Brooklyn Academy of Music / 30 Lafayette Ave, Brooklyn 

Leadership support for The Temptation of 
St. Anthony: 

The Robert W. Wilson Foundation 
Presenting sponsor: 
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COURT JESTERS 


Brooklyn barristers take on stand-up stage 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

By day, Lorca Morello 
is a lawyer for the Legal 
Aid Society, representing 
indigent people faced with 
charges ranging anywhere 
from mooning a cop to 
murder. 

Among her clients, says 
Morello, is a man named 
Michael Taylor, who is cur- 
rently facing a death sentence 
in Alabama for a triple homi- 
cide she believes he was false- 
ly convicted of 10 years ago, 
when he was 19. 

But like the cop who cack- 
les when the crook accidental- 
ly shoots himself, or the psy- 
chiatrist stifling guffaws at the 
whimsies of her most anxious 
subjects, Morello believes that 
for life’s maladies laughter is 
truly the best medicine. 

As proof, take her night job: 
standup comedian. 

As conflicting as it may 
seem — especially working in 
a profession that’s the brunt of 
so many jokes — the oil- 
meets-vinegar combo coa- 
lesces as hilariously as Oscar 
Madison and Felix Linger. 

“Comedy is very strenuous 
in its own way — it’s certainly 
more fun than going to court, 
but I think there is a sort of 
connection somehow,” said 
Morello. “You just have to 
laugh at some of these things 
that are so ridiculous.” 

Morello, a Park Slope resi- 
dent, is one of four Brooklyn 


lawyers battling for the title of 
“Legal King of Laughter,” a 
competition hosted by the 
Laugh Factory in Times 
Square that began in July. Af- 
ter several rounds of the com- 
petition, the final four will face 
off this month for the top 
prize, a trip to the West Coast 
to battle, you guessed it, L.A. 
lawyers. The competition is 
one in an ongoing series of ca- 
reer-oriented contests hosted 
by the comedy club at Eighth 
Avenue and 42nd Street. 

“It’s been great,” said Megan 
Waldrep, a spokeswoman for 
the club. “It’s actually launched 
a whole new genre. Pretty soon 
we will be doing funniest po- 
liceman, funniest taxi drivers, 

Waldrep said the series, 
which initially drew more than 
40 lawyers cum comics from 
the tri-state area, has been a 
success, thanks in part, to the 
country’s newly embraced 
knowledge of basic law termi- 
nology. 

“Having Court TV on has 
helped a lot,” said Waldrep. 
“From watching that, and es- 
pecially some of these big cas- 
es like Kobe Bryant and 
Michael Jackson, people have 
become really well versed.” 

A graduate of Brooklyn 
Law School and the American 
Comedy Institute, Morello 
said the series has given her a 
rare opportunity to show off 
her most legal-minded materi- 
al, an oeuvre that she says 
tends to fly over the heads of 



William Wexler, of Brooklyn Heights, performing at the Vil- 
lage Lantern in Manhattan, pokes fun at his financial prob- 
lems and religion — anything except the practice of law. 


laymen. Because the audience, 
so far, has been comprised 
mostly of lawyers — with a 
sprinkling of the club’s regular 
tourist fare — the courthouse 
comics have been unleashing 
their most jargon-ridden jokes. 


A result of the city’s in- 
creasing property values, 
Morello ’s monologue is filled 
with riffs on her unwanted 
move from Manhattan’s Up- 
per West Side to Brooklyn five 
years ago (“I don’t want to dis 


people who are really from 
Brooklyn. I value my knee- 
caps,” goes one of her jokes.). 
But tucked between those gags 
are observations that Jerry Se- 
infeld would die for — if he 
were a lawyer performing for 
other lawyers, that is. 

“Law school was a disaster, 
I didn’t know what they were 
talking about,” Morello riffs in 
her monologue. “When exam 
time came around. I’d just fill 
up the bluebook with, ‘This 
page is intentionally left 

Morello said that joke drew 
an uproar from lawyers in the 
audience, who understand the 
law school practice of includ- 
ing blank pages in legal texts. 
She said that most of her peers 
have distanced themselves 
from judicial jests. 

“It’s the first time I’ve been 
able to do material about law,” 
said Morello. “When I try this 
at other clubs, it takes a really 
long setup and I usually have 
to explain what terms like 
‘preservation’ mean.” 

For the legally blind, or 
rather those blind to legalese, 
William Wexler may be the 
cure. A Brooklyn Heights resi- 
dent, the election lawyer 
prefers to highlight his reli- 
gion, financial problems, slice- 
of-life tales and personal 
foibles — in other words, any- 
thing other than his career. 

“I do very little on the prac- 
tice of law,” said Wexler, a 
lawyer since 1979. “I talk 
about the pain of being a Jew 


with a law degree and having 
no money. I do some political 
stuff, some racial stuff and ob- 
servational stuff. That’s about 
it.” 

Matt O’Brien, a Fort 
Greene resident, actually con- 
siders his standup stint a full- 
time job. Like Morello and 
Wexler, the 28-year-old per- 
forms several times a week, at 
places like Gotham in Mid- 
town and the Village Lantern. 
Unlike them, however, he re- 
cently hung up his suit and tie 
to dedicate his time to per- 
forming and writing new ma- 
terial. But that doesn’t mean 
he’ll be doing legal jokes any- 

“I stay away from it,” said 
O’Brien, who until recently 
worked in a private practice 
in Manhattan. “The legal pro- 
fession brings nothing but 

Morello said that although 
moonlighting as a comic has 
its perks, separating her two 
loves sometimes poses a chal- 
lenge. As a lawyer with a 
clientele composed primarily 
of accused criminals, the side 
gig is a potential deal breaker 
for those worrying that their 
case could become a laughing 
matter. 

When contacted by The 
Brooklyn Papers, for instance, 
she sighed in relief after learn- 
ing that the reporter wasn’t 
calling from the Law Journal. 

“They all read it in prison,” 
she said. “And that, for me, 
would be a bad thing.” 
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Awesome Antic 

Sunday's 30th anniversary Atlantic Antic, along Atlantic Avenue from Furman 
Street to Fourth Avenue, drew a huge crowd (at left, as seen from above Third 
Avenue) including (below) Atlantic Avenue LDC President Candace Damon, 
state Sen. Velmanette Montgomery, Assemblywoman Joan Millman, Borough 
President Marty Markowitz and City Council Speaker Gifford Miller, holding aloft 
his son, who helped cut the anniversary cake. Above, members of the New York 
City Flyers perform on a trampoline. 


BOUDOIR... 


Continued from page 1 

“We’ve had less music this 
year,” McConnell said, citing 
the neighbors and a push from 
three people in particular. 
“Those three people have cost 
me $5,000,” she said, both in 
fines from the city Department 
of Environmental Protection, 
which handles noise complaints, 
and the money she’s spent on at- 
torneys and in court, fighting 

Sitting inside the bar, near 
the small stage at the back of 
the room, is a wooden box with 
a padlock and slot in the top. 

“I’m not opening up that box 
for another month,” said Mc- 
Connell. “That’s why it’s a se- 
cret ballot. Personally, I’d rather 
know if there’s a consensus, or 
if it’s just these few people that 
are causing me misery.” 

Aside from the inevitable 
problems of noise with which 


many other Smith Street bars 
cope, McConnell suspects that 
the salacious theme of the bar 
in a neighborhood disdainful of 
change may have contributed 
to the slew of complaints and 
DEP investigations that have 
been lodged against her. 

Of course, it doesn’t help 
that the bar has been barely 
staying afloat financially, now 
stripped of its use of the gar- 
den after 10:30 pm, and of the 
ability to play much of any 
music without receiving at 
least a few phone calls. 

“You have a staff to pay, 
you have overhead,” said Mc- 
Connell, who wished the role 
of bars in increasing property 
values was more appreciated. 
“When I was a real estate 
agent in 1992, you wouldn’t 
walk down this street at 
night,” she said. “Now peo- 
ple’s buildings are worth a lot 


of money.” 

Although McConnell said 
she’s made an effort to reach 
out to residents by attending 
community board meetings 
and going to the president of 
the Sackett Street Association, 
Jim Canham, nothing seems to 

“I’ve written letters saying 
I’ll throw a party, a tea, for 
free,” McConnell said, as an 
offering after she got calls for 
playing rap music too loud. 

“Then I got my ticket,” she 
said, which happened two 
weeks ago — a $750 fine from 
DEP. 

Canham agreed that Mc- 
Connell’s business was taking 
strains to appease the neigh- 
borhood group. 

“It seems like the Boudoir 
was targeted,” he said. “I feel 
bad for the woman. She’s do- 
ing everything she can do keep 
her head above water.” 

But he also tried to explain 
the perspective of the neigh- 
borhood. 


“People lived here for years 
with no bars,” said Canham. 
“You cannot stop an individual 
from calling 311 or 911, but 
when you have one individual 
that constantly complains, you 
have to respond.” 

Located on one of the busier 
blocks of ultra hip Smith 
Street, the bar has high-end 
restaurants on either side with 
outdoor street-side cafes, both 
of which have been subject to 
extraordinary fines — one hit 
with a $10,000 fine for putting 
takeout menus on parked cars. 

A resident of Sackett Street 
and enforcement agent for the 
CPA, Diane Buxbaum, said 
she has called 311 in the past 
because of noise problems, not 
only at Boudoir Bar, but at ba- 
sically all the surrounding bars 
and even some restaurants. 

“I’ve had a problem with all 
the bars for the past three 
years,” she said. “For me its 
only the noise.” She said, 
though, that she had seen dif- 
ferences lately, except for an 


incident two weeks ago. 

“They were out there mak- 
ing hysterical loud laughter, 
like a comedy scene — it was 
horrific,” Buxbaum said, but 
admitted she wasn’t entirely 
sure whether it was coming 
from Boudoir Bar. 

In general, she said, Mc- 
Connell “has made every effort 
recently to curb the excess noise. 
I’m hoping that it continues.” 
Police at the 76th Precinct 
say they haven’t had problems 
with the bar. Bar owners, mean- 
while, have formed an associa- 
tion, which has been holding 
meetings with community 
members and restaurant owners 
to discuss the problems. 

“We identify more and 
more bars and restaurants that 
are getting 311 complaints,” 
explained Police Officer Paul 
Grudzinsky, a spokesman for 
the precinct. “What we do is 
contact the bar owners and the 
complainants and invite them 
to join in the meetings.” 

But if McConnell wants to 


expand her venue, as she has 
talked about, to include more 
ragtime, soul and piano music, 
she may have to look else- 
where for the space. 

Buxbaum said she doubted 
the bar could ever succeed 
with music in such a residen- 
tial area. And Shawn 
Schwartz, owner of Halcyon, 
once a coffeehouse cum record 
shop that was a pioneer of 
Smith Street’s hipster vibe, 
said he never could have 
grown in Carroll Gardens. 

“There was an overall 
change in the neighborhood,” 
said Schwartz. “It was what 
we had hoped for going in, but 
it became something else 
along the way.” He said the 
concessions they made to their 
neighbors didn’t do anything 
to lessen the level of com- 
plaints they received. After 
five years of operation they 
were “hitting a wall,” said 
Schwartz, who with his partner 
has since moved the shop to 
DUMBO. 


MARTY... 

Continued from page 1 

ing, and his own, was that “more people should be included in this 
conversation.” 

To that, Schellie Hagan, the other founder of PHAC, smiled. 

“We’re the 800-pound gorilla that’s not in the room,” she said, 
pausing to set down her poster board sign protesting Prospect 
Heights’ absence at the meeting. 

Sandy Balboza, president of the Atlantic Avenue Betterment As- 
sociation, huddled on the steps of Borough Hall rubbing her ex- 
posed arms on the chilly early autumn evening with a glum expres- 
sion on her face. She appeared the unwitting protester, and stayed 
seated while the others handed out flyers. 

For Balboza, this was personal. 

“I didn’t know what to do,” she said, when she learned that the 
meeting required an invitation letter, which she and her 7-year-old 
organization never received. Like many of the invitees, her group 
just recently joined DDDB’s coalition against the proposal. 

The letters, dated Sept. 22, identified invitees as “active resi- 
dents” and proclaimed Markowitz’s commitment to “finding solu- 
tions to community concerns ... for your neighborhoods and for all 
of Brooklyn.” 

“I’m on four task forces at Borough Hall. I’ve been to 200 meet- 
ings here,” said Balboza. “I’m not some radical nut.” 

Lucy Koteen, a member of the Fort Greene Association as well 
as Develop-Don’t Destroy Brooklyn, signed in to the meeting with 
her married name, Young, to avoid being recognized and ejected as 
a member of DDDB. 

Outside, in a hushed voice, Koteen told The Brooklyn Papers that 
the biggest request at the meeting was to have the developer come 
and talk to the group about the state process of review for the land. 

"[The borough president’s office] made assumptions that it would 
go through the Empire State Development Corporation,” she said. 
“They did not want us to even talk about the possibility of ULURP,” 
Koteen said, referencing a much more stringent and publicly accessi- 
ble city-level review process that was recently urged by three local 
community boards. 

Though Prospect Heights resident Gib Veconi, founder of the 
Prospect Heights Neighborhood Development Council, which he 
started this past February, said the meeting was a positive step, he 
was dismayed at the turnout. 

“Even though the project is located almost entirely in Prospect 
Heights, in a meeting of 30 people, only two were from [the neigh- 
borhood],” he said. “I think that’s an issue. Not to infer it was 
planned that way, but I think, going forward, in order for processes 
like this to gain traction, people in the community have to feel like 
they’re being well represented.” 


RATNER... 

Continued from page 1 

quota of minority and women for available jobs, that seven acres of 
the project will be devoted to open space for a mix of recreational 
uses, and the icing on the cake: a project labor agreement that labor 
unions have reportedly signed on to, allowing 25 percent of the hires 
to come from the neighborhood by providing temporary union sta- 
tus to employees of local contractors. 

Until this week, Ratner’s commitment was still unknown to the 
larger community. But the group, which has been meeting every 
Tuesday for the past eight weeks, has recently stepped up efforts to 
hurry the CBA along and is targeting a Nov. 1 completion date, ac- 
cording to sources. 

The players 

Borough President Marty Markowitz has been overseeing the dis- 
course, a Markowitz spokesman confirmed, and the three communi- 
ty boards that will be affected by the project — CB2, CB6 and CB8 
— have been represented by their district managers and chairper- 
sons. Three other organizations were hand-selected by Ratner last 
March and April to represent the community. 

Sharing seats at the table are the ACORN Housing Corporation, 
a local chapter of a nationwide advocacy group; Brooklyn United 
for Innovative Local Development (BUILD), a Prospect Heights- 
based community group; and the Downtown Brooklyn Oversight 
and Advisory Committee (DBOC), which has played a longstanding 
role in negotiating hires for minorities and women. 

Tensions boiled over when the invitation from Forest City Ratner 
to the DBLC, a dynamic and sizable group of local clergy and politi- 
cians, never seemed to materialize. 

At a Town Hall meeting organized by DBLC Thursday night at the 
Hanson Place Central United Methodist Church in Fort Greene, 
DBLC members presented Forest City Ratner Executive Vice Presi- 
dent Jim Stuckey a draft of their own CBA, with a demand for a seat 
at the table. A boycott of Ratner’s new Atlantic Terminal shopping 
center was threatened if they were denied. 

“We’re no longer going to sit around and let people come into 
the community and assume that people will sit back and be silent,” 
said the Rev. Anthony Trufant. “That day has come, and that day is 
gone. It is a new day.” 

When Stuckey’s turn came to speak he wasted no time. 

“You were invited to the wedding, the seat’s been open for eight 
weeks. Please come to the reception,” was Stuckey’s response, to 
which several of the reverends rose and shook his hand, but others 
remained seated and fumed. 

Silence from community boards 

Word that community board leaders have been meeting with the 
developer, coming just two weeks after the boards publicly demand- 
ed that Ratner’s project be subject to the city’s land use review 
process rather than the less stringent state review, had some commu- 
nity members scratching their heads in disbelief. 

“What I find surprising is that the community boards are in meet- 
ings that they haven’t made public,” said Daniel Goldstein, a leader 
of the anti-Atlantic Yards group Develop-Don’t Destroy Brooklyn. 

Goldstein was surprised to hear about the meetings. “It’s an ille- 
gitimate negotiation.” he said, noting the board chairs were attend- 
ing the meetings on behalf of a constituency ignorant to the plans. 

Community Boards 2, 6 and 8 all drafted resolutions urging May- 
or Michael Bloomberg and Gov. George Pataki to put the plan 
through city oversight, yet one of the foregone conclusions of par- 
ticipants in the CBA meetings is that the land disposition and review 
will take place on the state level. 

“Was their resolution for show?” Goldstein asked rhetorically. 
“What does it mean if they’re behind the scenes accepting and ne- 
gotiating a private agreement?” 

The leaders of the community boards, however, did not feel the 
one act was contradictory to the other. 

“Ongoing negotiations are not something that is typically done in 
the public forum,” said Craig Hammerman, district manager of 
Community Board 6, who said he’d been attending meetings with 
board chairman Jerry Aimer. 

Hammerman said they were invited to participate “mostly in ob- 
servation” and that it would have been irresponsible not to attend. 
Asked why their fellow community board members were not ap- 
prised of their attendance at the meetings, Hammerman said an- 
nouncing their participation at community meetings wasn’t neces- 

“You’re a guest at a party; it’s generally not your role to invite 
other guests,” Hammerman said. 

Anti-arena plan activist Patti Hagan, of the Prospect Heights Ac- 
tion Coalition, was livid at hearing the news. 

“ That the communities and the community groups have been ex- 
cluded — it’s a miscarriage of democracy!” she said. “How can 
[Ratner] call it a community meeting?” 

Hagan said she wasn’t sure if her group would take action, but 
didn’t think it was fair for the community boards’ leaders to both ad- 
vocate a ULURP in public and privately negotiate for a state-level 
process. 

“I thought you only made one such agreement with the commu- 
nity,” she said, adding, “I think its weird.” 

Robert Perris, district manager of Community Board 2, echoed 
Hammerman’s sentiment, and confirmed that he and board chair- 
woman Shirley McRae were “sitting in on discussions about a CBA 
primarily in an advisory capacity.” 

Perris said that the whole district’s understanding would be more 
important once the deal was formalized, at which time it will review 
the agreement and “address public facilities,” the review of which is 
mandated by the City Charter. 

Community Board 8 confirmed that they had been involved in 
the negotiations, but said their board members were made aware of 
the fact. 

Stuckey said there was no clause of confidentiality imposed on 
attendees of the meetings, but ventured that the community board 
chairs or district managers, “may have felt uneasy about bringing it 
to work with as a board,” and were afraid messages would be mixed 
up as “details are still being hammered out.” 

Even an insider to the negotiations, the DBOC’s Bill Howell, re- 
acted with surprise when he read about the boards’ ULURP resolu- 

“I wasn’t aware that the community boards had voted to try and 
do the ULURP process,” said Howell. "But then, our sole purpose 
is the discussion of a community benefits agreement.” 
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Bay Ridge 

Lovely 2-bedroom, DR/LR, modern 
kitchen and bath in Bay Ridge 
Victorian with stained-glass, cathe- 
dral-ceiling entry. Four blocks to sub- 
way, $1,500 mo. 

(631) 754-9331 


Bay Ridge 

It's a wonderful life! Upper Shore 
Road, 2 BR, 2 Bath, duplex luxury apt. 
$2,1 50/mo. Owner. . . 

(718) 745-0494 s 


Bensonhurst 

1 7th Ave. & 59th St., 1 BR apt in 4 
fam house, close to shopping & 
transp. $850/mo. includes all util- 
ities. No fee! Connie. 

(718)259-1316 W38 


Prospect Heights 

Two 2-BR apts. Railroad style, 
$1 050/mo. Two 3-BR apts, 
$1 200/mo. Esteem Real Estate. 

(718)221-5300 R38 

Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


CO-OPS 
& CONDOS 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

Fabulous studio in elevator bulding, 
with doorman. Oversized windows, 
three spacious closets. Prime location 

friendly. Perfect live/work. By owner. 
$140,000. Contact Elaine. (201) 681- 
0312. W38 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Richmond Town, SI 

Beautiful, center hall colonial. 4BR, 

finished basement with separate 
entrance. Garage, heated inground 
pool with landscaping. Too much to 
list. Offered first time at $1 ,250,000. 
NO BROKERS. (718) 966-4411 OR 
(917)886-6011. R39 



Carroll Gardens 

Columbia St./Union St. secure loca- 

gate. $250 monthly per car. $125 
for motorcycle. Please call (718) 
721-8800. 


Sunset Park 

Sunny 3 room apt. completely 
renovated. Very low monthly 
maintenance. On nice park 
block. Asking $1 95k or best offer. 

(718) 207-0617 r3? 


Full 

Classifieds I ■ rooklyn 
Online at ^ ^ap</rs COm 


HOUSES 


INSPECTORS 


For Sale/ Brooklyn 


Park Slope 

Yard. Lovely Block! OPEN HOUSE. Sun. 
$550,000. Best Seller #1 Properties. 718 - 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Old Town, SI 

RR $3, 000/mo., owned by home improve- 

1 (347)^517-5088 


Guardian 
Property 
Services, 
LLC 

Real Estate Management & Consulting 
Expediting - Violations removed 

Pre-purchase Home Inspections 

( 718 ) 965-1112 



APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


Parkville 

Grand Opening! 

NEWLY Constructed 
Elevator Building 
221-9 Parkville Avenue 
(Just off Ocean Parkway) 

• Parking Available 

• Laundry Room 

• Dishwashers in Apts 

• Hardwood Floors 

Spacious apartments! 

So sorry. Studios & 1 Bedrooms no longer available. 

2 Bedrooms - Starting at $1 500 - negotiable 

3 Bedrooms - Starting at $1800 (Top floor Balconies!!!) 

Hurry! ! Only a few available. 

WALKING DISTANCE TO: 

F Train • Major Bus Stops • Schools 
Religious Institutions • Shopping 

Contact Michael @ (718) 518-0367 x288 


MORTGAGES 



We’ve Got Your Mortgage! 

We are Direct Lenders! We Approve your Loan! 
We Write your Check! 


Our professional staff will guide you through each step of the 
loan process and provide the Mortgage that's right for you 

at Competitive Rates and Quick Turnaround 

Residential Purchases and Refinances, Cash Out, Debt Consolidation, 
Mixed Use, Condos, Coops, FHA, No Income/Asset and Poor Credit loans 
Call today for your free Consultation and Pre-Approval 

David Simpson 
718-488-7400 xl03 

26 Court Street, 26th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11242 

Licensed Mortgage Bankers NYS, NJ, FL, PA, CT Banking Depts. 


Realty 



HOUSES FOR SAI F 


WHY RENT? 

OWN A HOME WITH 
YOUR OWN STUDIO SPACE IN 
SOUTH ORANGE/MAPIEWOOD, NJ! 

. Affordable hemes • Beautiful parts dkf 



• Low interest “Prism” secondary mortgages 
1 Local galleries * Livejau 

* 28 minutes by train to NYC Penn Station 

Visir us at www.twotownusrg or call 
1-800-CLOSE BY (or free information kit or tour 


T 


BROKERS 


Landmark Funding Group 

« For all your mortgage needs 

New York & New Jersey 



Not Just 
Another 
Pretty 
Face! 


From Teacher to Lawyer to Real Estate Ace. 
Let's get together to see where it leads. 

So we can address all your Real Estate Needs. 

ARLENE GREENDLINGER 

Real Estate LLC 

Tel (718) 857-5360 
Fax (718) 623-3323 
www.arlenegreendlinger.conn 



QJB BANCO POPULAR 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
5216 Fifth Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11220 

Tel: (718) 567-0604 
Fax: (718) 567-0274 


Ronald Bislig 

Hipotecas Recidenciales 
Email: rbislig@bpop.com 




Kensington imam guilty 
of ‘massive’ visa fraud 


By Larry Neumeister 

Associated Press 

The former director of a basement 
mosque in Kensington that prosecu- 
tors described as a “cesspool of 
fraud” has been convicted of de- 
frauding the U.S. government by 
processing hundreds of bogus appli- 
cations for religious workers. 

Muhammad Khalil, 63, was convicted 
Sept. 22 of conspiring to submit hundreds 
of false applications on behalf of illegal 
aliens under the federal Religious Worker 
Program and to obtain Social Security 
cards in false names. He could face more 
than five years in prison at sentencing 
Jan. 18, prosecutors said last Thursday. 

In closing arguments, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney David Bums told a jury that 
Khalil was motivated by greed to create a 
“massive, modern and sophisticated 
scheme to defraud the immigration au- 
thorities and the Social Security Adminis- 
tration.” 


“The defendant’s unbridled greed gen- 
erated hundreds and hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars off the backs of aliens 
desperate to stay in this country any way 
they could,” Bums said. 

He said the Dar Ehya Essunnah 
mosque, at 511 Ditmas Ave. at Ocean 
Parkway, looked nothing like what would 
be expected for what Khalil maintained 
was a congregation of as many as 400 
families. 

It was, he said, “figuratively and liter- 
ally a cesspool of fraud.” He said the 
mosque, in the basement of a variety and 
greeting card store, had a dirty stove and 
bathroom and mattresses where people 

“The government doesn’t deny there 
may be a prayer room in one of the pho- 
tographs and there may be a podium with 
some religious materials on top of it, 
jammed up against the bed,” Bums said. 

“Whether or not he mns a legitimate 
mosque is really not the point. The point 
is that he used that mosque to commit a 


massive amount of fraud.” 

Defense lawyer Roger Stavis insisted 
in his closing that Khalil operated a legiti- 
mate mosque and that prosecutors relied 
on a “rogues gallery of witnesses” to dis- 
credit him. 

“These people are lying,” he said. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Edward O’- 
Callaghan called Khalil “a document 
fraud king” who for nearly 10 years had 
taken advantage of the Religious Worker 
Program, formerly administered by the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

He said Khalil, a U.S. citizen, charged 
each of his victims $5,000 in cash “so he 
could get rich and live his version of the 
American dream.” 

Since 1993, he had sponsored more 
than 200 applications for people seeking 
immigrant and non-immigrant work visas 
through the program. In 2001 alone, he 
sponsored about 130 Religious Worker 
applications. 

The mosque closed after Khalil’s arrest 
in February 2003. 


Manhattan College 
takes baseball 'Battle' 


St. Francis takes 3d 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Manhattan College won 
the Fourth Annual Key- 
span “Battle of the Boros” 
baseball tournament on 
Sept. 26 at Key span Park 
as the Jaspers defeated the 
New York Institute of 
Technology, by a score of 
6-2. 

In addition to the two final- 
ists, the tourney was comprised 
of four other teams: the Bronx’s 
Fordham University of the 
Bronx, Staten Island’s Wagner 
College, and Brooklyn’s two 
entries — Long Island Univer- 
sity and Saint Francis College. 

The three-day single elimi- 
nation tourney began on Friday, 
Sept. 24 with the LIU Black- 
birds defeating the NYIT Bears 
by a score of 10-5. 

Kraig Binick led the Bears 
with three hits and four runs 
scored, and reliever Jamie 
Roggencamp pitched 2 1/3 in- 
nings to pick up the win. 

For LIU, Tim Doherty, 
Sean Durkin, Rich Bell and 
James Adamo each had a pair 
of hits, with Doherty driving 
in three mns and Durkin scor- 
ing twice. Reliever Ryan Eck- 
berg took the loss for the 
Blackbirds. 

In the opening day’s second 
game, Manhattan won 11-7 
over the Fordham University 

The Jaspers were led by 
Matt Rizzoti and Brooklyn's 
Nunzio Franzese. who each 
had three hits, with Franzese 
cracking a home run. 

In Saturday’s action, the 
three-time champions of the 
Keyspan Battle of the Boros, 
the New York Institute of 
Technology, reached the semi- 
finals with a 3-2 victory over 
Wagner College. 

Joe Esposito pitched 7 2/3 
innings to pick up the victory 
for NYIT. 

Kraig Binick and Allendi 
Peralta each had two hits for 
NYIT; Nick Papa and Joe 
Malfettano had a pair of hits 
for Wagner. 

In the other semi-final, 
Manhattan defeated the St. 
Francis Terriers 14-2. The 
Jaspers took an early lead, and 
stayed in front all the way, 
adding eight mns in the ninth 

Manhattan’s Nick Derba 
and Matt Rizzoti each had 
four hits, with Rizzoti having 
a triple and four RBIs. 

The Terriers were paced by 
Rich Castaldo with three hits 
and Greg Colonna with a triple. 

The Jaspers’ Jesse Darcy 
picked up the win, and Brian 


Honeyman took the loss. 

The fifth-place consolation 
game, scheduled between the 
semi-finals, became the 
longest baseball game ever 
played in Keyspan Park in 
terms of innings as the Long 
Island University Blackbirds 
and the Fordham University 
Rams played 16 innings over 
four hours and 12 minutes to 
a 4-4 tie. The game was 
called because of time con- 
straints. 

The LIU offense was led by 
Sean Durkin with two hits and 
Robert Rowen with three hits 
and an RBI. 

The tourney’s final day be- 
gan with a third-place conso- 
lation game between St. Fran- 
cis and the Wagner Seahawks. 

The Terriers held a 5-2 led 
going into the top of the ninth 
when Wagner scored three 
mns to tie the game at 5. 

The Seahawks held the Ter- 
riers scoreless in the bottom of 
the ninth to send the game 
into extra innings. 

In the top of the 10th, Ed 
Sudol smashed a hard ground 
ball through the left side, 
sending in Nick Papa to the 
plate and giving Wagner a 6-5 
lead which they held for the 

In the tournament’s cham- 
pionship game, Manhattan 
broke open a 1-1 game with 
five mns in the sixth inning on 
the way to an eventual 6-2 
victory over the New York In- 
stitute of Technology Bears. 

Manhattan starter Kyle 
Wirtz pitched seven innings, 
allowing one mn, to pick up 
the win. NYIT reliever Julian 
Richards took the loss. 

In the Jaspers big inning, 
John Maser doubled home 
two runs and later scored on a 
single to center by Nunzio 
Franzese. Then Phil Kuhner 
had an RBI pinch hit single 
and Matt Rizotti drove in a 
mn with a groundout. 

The Bears scored a mn in 
the ninth inning, but Peter 
D’Elia bounced into a double- 
play to end the game and give 
Manhattan its first Battle of 
the Boros championship. 

Tournament notes 

The tournament attracted 
an estimated 1,000 fans for 
the three-day event, the high- 
est total in the tourney’s histo- 
ry ... According to head 
coaches Frank Del George of 
the St. Francis Terriers and 
Frank Giannone of the Long 
Island University Blackbirds, 
there is talk of possibly mak- 
ing the Battle of the Boros a 
double-elimination tourna- 
ment in the future. Other 
teams could be added, and the 




The big cheese 


Eric "Badlands" Booker with his hard-earned trophy for eat- 
ing the most mini-cheeescakes (about 7 pounds) during 
contest at the Atlantic Antic on Atlantic Avenue Sunday. 


tourney could be expanded to 
six days . . . Giannone on the 
Blackbirds’ new shortstop 
Sean Durkin, a top recruit 
from Damascus, Maryland 
who previously played at 
Delaware Tech Community 
College: “He hit well in the 
tournament [three for eight, 
with three mns scored] and 
made all the plays.” . . . Gian- 


none also commended the 
pitching of sophomore Mike 
Maynard, from Staten Island 
... St. Francis should be play- 
ing more games at Keyspan 
Park in the spring as the col- 
lege will play its non-confer- 
ence home games at both 
Keyspan Park and at Staten Is- 
land’s Richmond County 
Bank Ballpark at St. George. 



SERVING ALL FAITHS ^ I 

COMPLETE ONE DAY Jl 
If FUNERAL SERVIC ES 


Services 

Provided 

• Removal from Place of 
Death (Local) 

• Preparation of Rem; 

• Dressing, Casketing 


JUREK- 
Park Slope 


& Super 
• Securing 


All 


-ssar y Permits u 

pel - One Day 728 4th Avenue 

0.00 per day) ( co r. 23rd St.) 

rse to Cemetery (Local) Brooklyn, NY 11232 

:et - Gray Cloth/White (718) 768-4192 

-ior (upgrades avail.) 


k * * * ALTERNATIVE SERVICES * 

DIRECT CREMATION: $695.00 + Crem: 
DIRECT BURIAL: $995.00 + CEMETERY 
INCLUDED ARE THE FOLLOWING: 
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BROOKLYN CLASSIFIEDS 


(718) 834-9350 

Fax: (718) 834-1713 

Email: ads@BrooklynPapers.com 


The Deadline for Saturday's Paper is Wednesday, 5pm 


’ Your ad will appear in all editions of The Brooklyn Papers 
published during the week in which the ad runs. 

1 Once ordered, a Classified Ad may NOT be cancelled 
before its first insertion. 

1 Ads ordered and paid for by deadline are generally 
included in the next edition. But sometimes ads may be 
held for an additional week, based on production and 
space considerations. The Brooklyn Papers shall be 
under no liability for its failure for any cause to insert an 


CHARGE IT! 



Ads ordered to run more than one week may be 
cancelled after the first week. However, while the ad 
may be cancelled, NO REFUND OR CREDIT will be 


Contract rates for The Brooklyn Classifieds are "rate 
holders" — no skipped issues permitted. 

Special "package price" and other discounted multi- 
ple insertion rates require prepayment for the total 
number of weeks ordered, may not be cancelled and 
may not be short rated to achieve a lower rate on 


1 In the event of an error in a published ad, please 
contact The Brooklyn Papers by the first deadline 
following publication. 


EMPLOYMENT 


The work you love, 

the professional satisfaction you deserve. 


in the life of Visiting Nurse Service of New York 
touches the lives of 24,000 people. 


■s 


OPPORTUNITIES IN HOME HEALTH CARE IN BROOKLYN! 

Acute Care • Hospice • Long Term Home Health Care Program 
Matemity/Newbom/Pediatrics • Rehabilitation Services 
VNS CHOICE/Geriatric Care Management 


COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSES 


STARTING 
SALARIES UP TO 


$76,500! 


PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 

I AVG. ANNUAL 
i EARNINGS! 


$80,000! ] 

Sign-on Bonuses: Up to $5,000 for targeted positions! 

m 


Opportunities Also Available For: 

• RN TEAM MANAGERS 

• OTs & SLPs 

• CSWs 

• LPNs 

• DISCHARGE PLANNERS 


EVERY WEDNESDAY 

9:30am-3:30pm 
BROOKLYN 
2170 McDonald Avenue 
(Between Avenue S & Ava 


If you cannot attend a recruitment event, please submit your resume with Ad Code WSJ0921041: 

Online: www.vnsny.org (preferred) 

E-mail: careers@vnsny.org 


I^ Visitin g Nurse Service Of Newark 
WeBring The Caring Home ~ 


Nursing: FIEU) NURSE SUPERVISOR 


KN Posi lions .-bailable in our Manlinlian, Brooklyn 
Bronx & WcsicliMlcr Offices. 
<Ti Full Time, Pail Time & Per Diem 

' / f. Supemsorv Visits of Paraprotein ns I Staff 
I 2. EIEIA Training and In -Service Clitiscs 


amltwfey 


Please fax resume to 014-^, =19-4(101) 
ir email iisai HKCDPremiierHomeHcalhCarc.n 

eolM/F 


Full 

Classifieds 
Online at 


f’^ooklyn 
^ papers com 


Executive Assistant 

Brooklyn based investment 
firm seeks detailed oriented 
individual to assist in day to 
day operations of the firm, 
Excel and Word is necessary, 
and knowledge of QuickBooks 
a plus. Candidate should be 
capable of working inde- 
pendently and have the abili- 
ty to overcome obstacles. Must 
be professional, well mannered 
and have good phone skills. 
Please fax resumes to (718) 
222-3344 or email them to 
christinac@cremac.com 

Physical Therapy Asst 

Licensed PTA needed for medical 
model adult day health care cen- 
ter in Park Slope. Bilingual Russian 
preferred. Please fax to PT Dept: 

(718) 789-3536. R39 

Hair Dresser 

Seeking experienced hair 
dresser for busy Park Slope 
salon - 7th Ave. Please call for 
an interview. (718) 789-1700 
or (917) 886-6990. R39 

Substitute Teachers 

Park Slope preschool seeks 
warm, loving individuals expe- 
rienced with young children. 
Call (718) 230-5255 between 
10am-3pm. R38 

CHAIR FOR RENT 

In prominent Bay Ridge uni- 
sex salon. Pleasant atmos- 
phere, great opportunity. Also 
hairdresser with following 
needed . Call (718) 833-5223. 
Fay 

Occupational Therapist 

Preschools, public schools, and 
home care positions are available 
right in your neighborhood! Fee- 

as you'd like! We offer peer support 


Work near home! 



jt why this job is right for you: 

(718) 834-9350, ext. 204 


Situation Wanted 


center. (718) 33T4467. 


GENERAL SERVICES 


AUTOMOTIVE 


o^&MOTOR 

ALL AUTO REPAIR 
We Love 
European Cars 
Computer Diagnostics 


Auto Body & Repair Shop 

Maintenance & Collision Repairs 
Family Owned Since 1991 

Tillary Auto Inc. 

249 Gold Street, Bklyn, NY 11201 

7 1 8-488-9725 R2806 


BED & BREAKFAST 


An Inviting Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be while visiting Brooklyn, 
New York. A home away from home. 
€«*/Aone (917) 873-9493 

See us at 

www.honeysbedandbreakfast.com 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 


Cleaning Svc Avail 


VIP MAIDS 

25% OFF 1ST CLEANING 
VOTED #1 IN N.Y.C. 

(718) 855-8572 

Amazing Offer R44 


Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


Hiflnrfrlm's ittatftsB 


J Ijulia’s Cleaning 

|1h Service 


ENTERTAINMENT 


sans® 


agic. Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 

718 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 R39 


Children’s Party 

ENTERTAINMENT 

LOTS OF FUN!! 

(917)328-6310^ 


INSTRUCTION 


PIANO LESSONS 

For Adult Beginners 

Accomplished Pianist 
for all occassions. 

(718) 614-2885 

Ask for Mike R46 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


71 8-768-3804 R2E 


guitar lessons 

2002 Berklee College of Music Grad. 


617-823-7784 


VIOLIN TEACHER 

Juilliard Graduate 
Over 15 Years of Experience 
Accepting limited number of 
new students in his Bay Ridge 
area private studio. 
Flexible Hours • All Levels 
Call (917) 66 4-2557 R44 


Guitar Lessons 

Private lessons for 
Children and Adults 
Beginners - Advanced 

Experienced teacher with Music Degree 

Rob Richie 

(718) 309-9909 R39 


SAT/PSAT Tutor 

Harvard graduate offers expert SAT 


Steven 

(718) 707-1033 


Improve Grades & Study Habits 

All Subjects • All Levels 
Math • Science • English 
Regents • SAT • GED 
Test Taking Techniques 

(718) 288-5470 


SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 
SAT I, SAT II WRITING, SHSAT 

Princeton Grad - 10 yrs exp 
teaching for top SAT programs. 


chniques - how to use them. 

Edward Antoine 


MERCHANDISE 
FOR SAI F. 


Start Holiday Shopping E< 


MERCHANDISE 

WANTED 


Antiques & Collectibles 


m Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

P LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

CALL NOW 718-638-5770 


L(.)(.)K! 

OLD CLOCKS & 
WATCHES WANTED 

Highest prices paid 

212-517-8725 


I 


PERSONAE 

SERVICES 


Body treatments for well being 

• STRESS RELIEF • 

Park Slope 

(718) 399-6075 

Bay Ridge 

(718) 836-1357 


CIGARETTES FOR SALE 


CIGARETTES STARTING 
AT $9.85 PER CARTON 


13* 


Fast Shipping • Privacy Respected 

NOW CARRYING DISCOUNTED 
CIGARS, CHEW & SNUFF 

THREE SISTERS SMOKE 

www.mailordercigarettes.biz 
Toll Free 877-945-2861 

Located on the Sovereign Seneca Territory 


noking mi 
)R PERSONAL US 




SENECA SMOKES 


Discount Cigarettes 
Cartons start at just $11 
All major brands plus many value brands. 

Full line of chew, cigars, snuff and pipe tobacco. 

Call Toll Free 1-877-234-2447 

Or visit our website at: 

www.senecasmokes.com 


BUSINESS SERVICES 


Attorneys 


Are you 

By your debt? Have you considered 


OVERWHELMED 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.co 


Free bankruptcy 
consultation 


with 

Richard A. Klass, Esq 


Bankruptcy 
protection gives 
you easy, quick and 
simple debt relief. 
If you need a new start, 


call Richard Klass today. 

(718) COURT-ST 

- — (718)268-7878 


Attorneys 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 


Attoneys 


Jeffrey D. Karan 

Attorney at Law 

32 Court St., Suite 1702 
718-260-9150 
• Wills & Estates • Planning 
• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord 
• Tenant • Commercial Litigation 
• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce 
Evenings and home 
visits available R28 24 


Attorneys 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 
* free consultation 
GSGennarelli@Salsack.com 


Attorneys 


Divorce Mediation 

Ira Pearlstein, Esq. 

• low hourly rates 

• Park Slope location 

OTHER LEGAL SERVICES AVAILABLE 

(718) 857-3514 m 


Andrew Krisel 
& Reed Grossman 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



(718)246-5492 (718)222-1720 

See what we can do for you!!! 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 
NO FEE unless payments awarded 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

Ill Livingston Street, Suite 1110 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

(718) 210-4738 R51 


Accountants & 
Tax Services 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 

• co-op and condo management 

Park Slope Office 

71 8-788-391 3 R2S 36 


Admin. Svcs. 


EVERYTHING W? 
ENGLISH 


Proofreading • Resumes 

718.919.6904 P 
212.568-7427 R2M 


Computers 


catch 

coidP 

Call the TECH VET! 


HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 


Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 


Yes, that’s a local call! ufn 


Computers II Typing 


' Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 


Call BUTLER SECRETARIAL 
IF YOU WANT 
QUICK ACCURATE SERVICE 

• Academic & Professional Papers 
• Manuscripts • Resumes • Etc. 

(718) 369-0078 

Fax: (718) 832-1615 e-mail too! 


Novelty Items 


Atema ti«s 

Best Prices on T-Shirts and: 

DESK ACCESSORIES CHOCOLATES < 

LETTER OPENERS FLASHLIGHTS WHISTLES 

POCKET KNIFES MOUSE PADS KEY TAGS 

CALCULATORS SUNGLASSES T-SHIRT 

STRESS BALLS GOLF BALLS GLOVES 

SWEATSHIRTS BALLOONS PENCILS 

Ssss! 425^039 Quick Turnaround! 

Helping your business get recognized & remembered! 
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'3$$* HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


em LEVEL ONE 

Cippu CONSTRUCTION CORP 

J. ^ U i Architectural Design • Interior Renovations 

COMMERCIAL 
RESIDENTIAL 

Custom Renovation Specialist 



Fully Insured 

1 (917) 847-8307 


Burglar Alarms 
m CC TV 

1 1 v— J 7tw\ with Remote 
WT Viewing 

From the #1 brand 
in the industry. 

Call Eric 917-414-1730 


Bathtub Reglazing 


Save up to 90% 
replacement cost! 

new. Ready to use in 24 hrs. 

www.ameriglaze.com 

free 866-252-2847 


Shop at Home with our 
State of the Art Software. 
National Buying Power 
up to 80% off List Prices! 


u Vo*. r 

Call for a Free In Home Consultation: 

718-522-7245 


than just closats... 

custom closet, wardrobe, furniture, 
office & pantry/utility design 
interior design & renovation 

718.624.0328 

www.closetsbydg.com 


at Work 


Fully equipped 
with all trades 


8-965-1857 or 718-692-71 


BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718)668-2063 


KNOCKOQT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 


All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 
Lie#: 1065708 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.con 


A to Z 

Construction 

HIGH Interior & Exterior 

QUALITY Kitchen and 
WORK AT Bathroom 

REASONABLE Remodeling, 
RATES Plumbing, 

FREE Electrical, Tiles, 

ESTIMATES „ Paintln 9- , 
Carpentry, Decks, 
LICENSED Stucco, Cement 

INSURED “^rptfing" 

TEL: (718) 216-7132 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


Chris Mullins ^8 
^ Contracting ^ 


Waterproofing 

718-2 76-85 58 


WOODWORKS 

ARCHITECTURAL 
WOODWORK/ 
CUSTOM FURNITURE 

produce entrance doors. 




Call for an appointment 

(718) 238-4626 


DECKS 

by Bart 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Fences Too! • Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist/Archit. Engine 
www.decksbybart.com 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small ! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


A. Norway 
Electric 


24/7 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 


Anything In Electric & Heat 
When Con Ed Says You Need 
An Electrician .... 

Call Us First 

10% DISCOUNT FOR FIRST TIME 
CALLERS OR SENIOR CITIZENS 


fa yjfa fa J^l 

yw? 

USA EXTERMINATORS 


Residential • Commercial 
"Safest Methods Used" 

718-832-0900 


re Company You Can Depend On 
Licensed & Insured 


v sJ ^ VJ^7 Vi fa jskz VJ 
/i^ /i^ /TT? 


r f „r ELECTRICAL 
tilt CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 

M COMMERCIAL 

& RESIDENTIAL 

No Job Too Small 
Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718) 966-4801 R2810 


Floor Maintenance 


HARDWOOD 

FLOORING 

$ 4 9 v 

Prefinished SOLID WOOD DOORS 

$120 many sizes in stock 

Red Hook Lumber 

572 Smith St. 

(Creamer/Bay Sts.) 

(718) 237-0088 


ADIRONDACK 
FLOOR SANDING 

Expert Repairs & Installations 

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction 
10 Years Serving Brooklyn 

(718) 645-0112 
(917) 838-7549 R28 10 


Bill's Floor Service 

Refinishing • Resurfacing 

Call (718) 238-9064 
(917) 805-8161 

30 years experience 

FREE ESTIMATES rzs-09 


- J4ce floors - 


Specializing in ha 


>d floor s« 


lining & refinishing and ne 
floor installation. Borders & patterr 
ceramic tiles & bathroom renov 
tions, plastering & painting. 

(718) 363-2593 Office 
(917) 219-0146 Pager 

FREE ESTIMATES r 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

Parquet and wood floors sanded, 
repaired, installed & refinished. 

shampooed professionally. 

Tile floors stripped & waxed 

718-720-2555 R28 2 „ 


Gardening 


|>nj Prepare your Garden 
ELVji for Next Season! 

Garden Service 

Fall Maintenance - General Cleanup 
Bulb Planting • Fertilization 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

Marilyn Manning 

718-753-9741 


dig 


Garden * Rooftop * Container 
Design & Maintenance 

(646) 489-5181 


Home Improvement 


CALL NED 


Vallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 R28 07 


Louie & Sons 

Plumbing • Carpentry • Electrical 


(718) 236-3684 
(347) 517-5088 louie 


DESIGN & BUILD 
Soundproofing/Noise Reduction 




interior design 
consulting 


design directions inc. 
tel. 718-935-1681 

complete design services available. 
Specializing in bringing great style 
to small spaces UFN 


Movers (Licensed) 


sUPRf % 

MOVING 

P Free Estimates 9 

(718) 339-1339 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available, 
carry building insurance. All furniture 

supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


Smart Move 

Local/Long Distance Specialist 

Dependable & Professional 
Big & Small Jobs • Free Estimates 
Free Boxes • Reasonable Rates 
LAST MINUTE MOVES 

(718)809-9616 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insure 


TOP HAT MOVERS 

718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 • 212-722-3390 


CROSS 

AMERICA 

Moving & Storage 

Specializing in Long Distance 
Residential Movers 
LOW RATES 
East & West Coasts 
Fully Licensed & Insured 
Free Packing Service 
Guaranteed Pick Up Days 

1 (866) 407-6683 
(718) 433-0633 

www.cross-america.com 
Free Box Delivery 

USDOT# 1059024 / ICC# 436268 


MOVING & STORAGE 


MOVING? 


NEED STORAGE? 
Local/Long Distance 

Residential/Commercial 

UP to 50% OFF 

all Long Distance Moves 

7 Month Free Storage 


718-567-3788 


Moving Supplies 


We carry a full 
line of packing & 
moving supplies 

We have wardrobe 

41 Schemerhorn St. 

(bet. Court O Clinton) 

718.858.6969 R39 


$100 PER ROOM 


ar plasl 


ing 


from $100. Reliable and clean. 
Quality. Fences and fireplaces 

Days (917) 371-7086 
(718) 921-2932 

k for Fitz 


Custc 


sign & R< 


Y&R COMPETITIVE 
PAINTING 


Free Estimates 

(718)769-0236 s 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


Q— s-C. 


r 


Interiors 

Painting • Decorative Surfaces 
Plastering • Paper Hanging 

FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 

718.522.3534 


sunshine 

PAINTING 

CO. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
Int./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 

MASTER @ PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshinepaintingny.com 
Call Anton 
718-748-6990 
B.B.B. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 


CprofessionaC 
-L dinting 

Restore old surface 


Call 718-720-0565 


Art & Interiors 


Painting Company 


PAINTING 
FAUX FINISHES 
MURALS 
STENCILS 
RESTORATION 
FINE QUALITY FOR 25 YEARS 
AT REASONABLE RATES 

646-221-4361 


I Finishing Touch 

PAINTING 


Call (718) 332-7041 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
m m Plumbing M B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 


* All Work Guaranteed * 

* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 858-8822 

242 Nevins Street 


All Systems Roofing 

Rubber i Slate , Shingles 


All work Professionally Applied by Owner 

Call Russ 

Cell: (646) 236-1147 
(718)608-8528 R4: 



htb 




♦Source Southern California Edison 


Put a Casablanca there instead. 

Beacuase our ceiling fans cost just It an hour to 
operate. That’s only 244 a day compared to more than 
$ 1 0 a day for an air conditioner.* And you can choose 
from dozens of styles to make your energy savings 
a home fashion statement. Lower your bills by looking 
to Casablanca. 


I \ i / 1073 39th St (corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 

'Mr flL (718)436-2207 

Everything in lighting. . . DISCOUNTED! 

HOURS: Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat. & Sun. 11-4 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 


ibber, Metal, Skylights. 
defences Avai 
>e #0831318 


718-646-4540 


IG OR TOO SMALL. 


SUPER 

ROOFER 

IN BROOKLYN OVER 25 YEARS 

Roofing • Flat Roofs • Pitch 
Skylights • Shingles • Leaders 
Gutters • One-Ply Rubber 


Emergency Repairs 
Free Estimates Cheerfully Given 
Bill Boshell 

(718) 833-3508 

Licensed & Insured HIC #0945754 


Do It The SAFE "Cool" Way 

CRYSTAL ROOFING 

1-718-238-9433 

For Immediate Attention Call: 

1-917-737-9043 


C Johnston Roofing & Waterproofing 

FLAT ROOF 
SPECIALISTS 

Affordable, Prompt & Experienced 
Rubber Roofing & All Types of 
Protective Coatings for Roofs & Walls - 
Aluminum / Silicone Roof Coatings 

Shingles • Leaders • Gutters 


Emergency Svce • Avail 24 Hrs - 7 days 
Ask About Our Guarantees 

866-487-5799 

212-206-2342 

LIC# 0924152 R2 8-13 


Rubbish Removal 


ADAX Inc. 


Rubbish Removal 
Sceduled Pickups 
Container Service 
Recycling & Special Handling 
Fast, Professional Service 
FREE Estimates 

Fully Licensed & Insured • The City of New York BICI122 

917-533-8306 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Basements Cleaned • Yards 
Construction Debris 
Houses & Stores 
All appliances removed 
ALL Contractors Welcome! 

1 Stores Welcome! 


6, 10, & 15 yard container: 


U 


Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
8th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 




Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Shower Doors 


SHOWER DOORS 

Wall Mirrors nl w-v Vanities 

Tub Enclosures Off OWCV UOOV Medicine Cabinets 

cl flr Specialists 

7521 13th Avenue • (718) 621-5247 

www.mirageusa.com • Satisfaction is our main attraction! 



Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Calf; 718-893-4006 




FLOOR 

SANDING 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE 





Rubbish Removal Upholstery 


Chris’s 

Rubbish Removal 

Indoor/Outdoor • Attics 
Basements • Garages etc. 

ALL TYPES OF CLEAN-OUTS. 


(646) 773-0219 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Indoor and Outdoor, Attics, 
Basements, Garages, etc. Fast, 
clean and cheap. All types of 
Cleanouts and home repairs. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 529-1182 / (917) 306-6905 


OWe Recycle 

Rubblish Removal 
& Cleanouts 

Wood • Metal • Construction Debris 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INTERIOR DEMOLITION 

TOLL FREE 

(866) 884-6000 

10% OFF Any Written Estimate 


Costello 

Plumbing and Tile Work. Toilets, 
replaced. Specializing in tile jobs 

John Costello (718) 768-7610 


Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Screens and insulated glass. 
Custom Window Installation 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 




strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with non- 
toxic, environmentally safe, removers 
and finishes. Careful considerate 
workmanship since 1959. Call the 
P ark c^lope Stripping Team 
@ 718 783-4112. 


Pi>D< 


(718) 647-2121 





















































